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“Jesus  said,  ...  ‘I  am  the  resurrection,  and  the  life:  he  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead 
yet  shall  he  live’  ”  (John  11:24). 


Mississippi  BSU  Russia  project  is  completed 


Sergei  Nikolaev,  pastor.  Temple  of  the  Gospel,  St.  Petersburg.  Russia,  speaks  during 
dedication  service. 


William  Carey  to  celebrate 
Heritage  Week  April  20-27 


Daniel  5:27:  “Thou  art  weighed  in  the  balances  and 
found  wanting.”  Revelation  10:2:  “And  I  saw  an  angel  and 
he  had  in  his  hand  a  little  book  open;  and  he  set  his  right 
'oot  upon  the  sea,  and  his  left  foot  on 
he  earth.” 

From  a  king  who  lived  an  unbal- 
inced  life  to  an  angel  whose  life  was 
>alanced,  there  is  a  definite  truth 
ibout  the  importance  of  living  a 
lalanced  life.  That  “little  book"  refer 
■ed  to  in  Revelation  is  representative 
>f  God’s  Word  which  must  be  the 
renter  of  life.  With  God’s  Word  at  the 
•enter  of  the  scale,  with  the  left  foot 
>n  earth  and  the  right  foot  on  the  sea 
Rogers  which  represents  the  mystery  of  the 

heavenly  kingdom,  we  can  become  balanced  on  the 
scales  of  life. 

Jesus  gave  a  formula  for  balance  when  he  said  in  Mat¬ 
thew  11:29-30:  ‘Take  my  yoke  upon  you  ...  for  my  yoke 
is  easy  and  my  burden  is  li^ht.  Since  Jesus  is  the  only 
perfectly  balanced  person  we  need  to  follow  hiaWofds 
A  yoke  is  not  an  added  burden  but  a  balancing  device 
meant  to  make  the  burden  bearable  This  yoke  we  are 


Heritage  Week  will  be  celebrated  at  William  Carey  College  April  20-27. 
According  to  President  Jim  Edwards,  the  week  will  be  a  time  to  express 
“gratefulness  for  the  past”  and  affirm  “what  God  has  in  store  for  us  in  the 
future  as  an  instrument  for  his  kingdom.”  The  week's  activities  will  also  focus 
on  the  college’s  namesake,  William  Carey. 

Heritage  Week  begins  on  April  20  with  a  spring  mission  report  at  chapel 
service,  followed  by  a  luncheon  to  celebrate  the  college’s  missions  heritage. 
Baptist  Student  Union  and  athletic  banquets  will  be  held  that  evening.  On 
April  22,  a  luncheon  devqfcjd  to  the  college’s  historical  heritage  is  scheduled 
and  will  be  followed  at  2: 15  with  the  dedication  of  a  garden  on  the  front  campus. 

The  Small  Business  Leadership  Award  Banquet  on  April  23  at  7  p.m.  at  the 
Jackie  Dole  Sherrill  Community  Center  will  be  co-sponsored  by  the  Hat¬ 
tiesburg  Area  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  William  Carey  College  Honors 
Convocation,  recognizing  student  achievement,  is  schedule  for  April  24. 

On  April  25,  a  student  field  day  and  banquet  will  take  place  on  the  Gulf  Coast 
campus.  April  26  is  William  Carey  College  Heritage  Day  in  churches;  several 
Carey  students  and  professors  will  speak  in  area  churches.  Heritage  Week 
concludes  on  April  27  with  a  chapel  service  celebrating  William  Carey’s 
diversity. 

For  additional  information,  contact  Iris  Easterling  at  William  Carey 
College  at  5824192  • 


The  Apostle  Paul  whose  whole  life  was  dedicated  to 
telling  the  good  news,  establishing  churches,  and 
strengthening  believers,  lived  such  a  balanced  life  that 
he  came  to  the  close  of  that  life  with  satisfaction  and 
fulfillment  when  he  said  in  II  Timothy  4:6-8:  “The  time 
of  my  departure  is  at  hand,  I  have  fought  a  good  fight, 
I  have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith  . . .  there 
is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the 
Lord,  tho  righteous  Judge  shall  give  me  f - -  " 

It  is  possible  in  the  midst  of  demands  and  activities 
to  experience  a  quiet  strength  and  find  a  firm  center  of 
balance  Balance  in  the  character  of  God  draws  us  to  him 
and  creates  in  us  the  desire  to  know  him  better  and  to 
take  on  his  characteristics. 

If  believers  centralize  God’s  word  in  their  lives,  give 
priority  to  Christ's  kingdom  while  loving  their  fellow 
man,  give  credence  to  earthly  responsibilities,  God  will 
provide  the  strength  and  wisdom  that  is  needed  for  bal¬ 
ancing  life. 

Rogers  lives  at  Rt.  4,  Collins. 


Editor’s  Notebook-  ,****. 

Why  seek  ye  the  Living 
among  the  dead? 


The  tomb  is  empty.  He  is  not  nity’s  skies;  just  a  hyphen  between  grave  is  conquered  and  there  is 
here.  People  once  laid  hands  on  B.C.  and  A.D.  Christ  arose  and  victory  over  Satan,  and  lo,  I  am 
him,  but  not  now.  Time  and  space  returned  to  where  nothing  and  with  you  always.  Thanks  be  unto 
has  a  new  meaning  because  “He  is  nobody  ever  grows  old.  God  who  gives  us  the  victory 

risen.”  The  silence  of  the  tomb  did  It  was  a  literal  resurrection.  No  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
not  spell  death  but  life.  Tragedy  body  could  be  produced  to  stop  the  The  resurrection  of  Jesus  is  the 
had  invaded  man’s  realm  but  for  a  words  of  the  followers  of  Jesus,  guarantee  of  his  return.  All  history 
moment  Now  man  has  a  new  stan-  Roman  soldiers,  under  penalty  of  is  headed  toward  this  dimax.  This 
daid  of  judgment  The  resurrected  death,  were  speechless  and  could  motivates  us  to  faithfulness  in  the 
Jesus  affirms  that  spiritual  person-  produce  nothing.  The  grave  proclamation  of  the  gospel,  know- 
ality,  not  matter,  is  the  ultimate  clothes  remain  but  Christ  is  risen,  mg  that  the  power  that  raised 
reality.  This  remains  a  fact  and  an  experi-  Christ  from  the  dead  is  available  to 

Why  do  you  look  here  for  some-  ence  of  human  history.  Had  not  set  us  free.  Bill  Gaither  said  it 
thing  that  cannot  be  found?  They  Christ  arisen  from  the  grave  his  well: 

were  looking  for  love  in  all  the  death  would  have  been  a  denial  of  .  “And  then  one  day  I’ll 

wrong  places.  They  were  seeking,  everything  he  claimed.  He  claimed  cross  the  river 

but  in  vain.  Men  seek  joy  where  it  to  be  Life.  He  claimed  to  be  able  I’ll  fight  life’s  final  war 

is  not  to  be  found.  They  seek  to  give  it  eternally  to  others.  He  with  pain; 

wealth  or  health,  but  it  fades  from  never  told  a  lie.  The  resurrection  And  then  as  death  gives 

view.  He  is  not  here.  What  you  shouts  success  to  the  cross;  the  way  to  victory, 

thought  was  a  33-year  segment  of  atoning  death  is  valid.  The  shout  is  I’ll  see  the  lights  of  glory 

time  was  a  mere  flash  across  eter-  heard  from  heaven  to  hell.  The  and  I’ll  know  he  lives. 


The  pride  of  New  Orleans 


I  don’t  go  to  New  Orleans  very  Tuesday  evening  I  held  my 
often,  not  that  I  have  anything  enthralled  congregation  of  several 
against  it  but  it’s  just  not  on  the  winos  and  a  few  stragglers  passing 
beaten  path.  My  first  visit  there  by  with  the  wail  of  a  police  siren 
was  in  1931  and,  after  a  diligent  for  the  special  music, 
search,  I  finally  located  Washing-  Kenneth  Scott  Latourette,  famed 
ton  Avenue  and  took  my  first  look  historian,  came  one  year  to  lecture, 
from  the  streaked  windows  of  a  His  books  were  highly  interesting, 
1930  Plymouth.  It  was  difficult  but  he  must  have  been  absent  dur- 
finding  the  best  way  out  of  town  ing  homiletics.  Ail  our  grades 
on  Friday.  Eventually  I  learned  the  were  posted  under  the  ornate  stair- 
foe  better  route  and  never  varied  for  case  of  the  administration  building 
art  the  next  two  years.  By  then,  the  that  naturally  came  to  be  known  as 
_  _  t  *°d.  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  the  wailing  wall.  The  apartment 

me  has  Pollard  said.  “You  don’t  even  get  to  seminary  had  moved  to  its  pristine  over  a  corner  bar  was  the  only 
s  view  say  you’re  old  until  you’re  80.  position  cm  Genrilly  Boulevard.  place  Roy  Humphrey  could  find. 

“What  makes  us  feel  old  before  The  creole  cooking,  the  lovely  For  a  year  he  went  around  brag- 
if  Inde-  our  time  are  the  M&M  twins  —  live  oaks,  and  banks  of  blooming  ging  that  he  was  the  only  preacher 
76,  life  media  and  minors,”  Pollard  said.  flowers  finally  reached  a  zone  of  there  living  above  sin.  A  classmate 
said.  “Mirrors  can  lie  to  you.  They  can  liveability  and  I  enjoyed  it  Roland  was  told  be  had  to  check  with  the 
and  by  tell  you  you’re  old,  and  they  Q.  Leavell  was  the  president  and  library  before  graduation.  “Where 
•bed  to  shouldn’t”  he  said.  “Don’t  let  the  had  a  great  faculty.  W.  W.  Hamil-  is  it?”  was  the  reply. 

:sently  mirror  rob  you  of  your  vision.”  ■  too.  a  former  president  and  nearly  Landrum  Leavell,  current  presi- 

iverage  “A  person  doesn’t  get  old  until  he  go  years  old,  would  come  occa-  dent  was  in  graduate  study  at  the 
le,  and  loses  his  enthusiasm,  ’  Pollard  said,  sionally  and  teach  evangelism,  time  and  pastored  at  First, 
i  of  the  “It  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  accu-  Parks  Anderson  would  do  the  Charleston,  on  weekends.  Gray 
mulahoo  of  years."  same  for  our  mission  study.  Later  Allison,  my  roommate  for  a  year, 

session.  Lackey  writes  for  BSSB.  on,  I  would  have  the  privilege  of  was  in  his  doctoral  studies,  and  is 

te  serving  in  the  Philippines  wife  his  now  president  of  the  Mid- America 

Dastor  6l0Cted  daughter  Theresa.  Seminary.  Ray  Rust,  just  retired  as 

■  J.  Wash  Watts  would  have  diffi-  executive  director  of  South  Caroli- 

JR  subcommittee  culty  in  seating  all  the  students  na  Baptists,  was  the  man  on  cam- 

who  would  attend  his  class  on  the  pus  just  as  Adrian  Rogers  of  Belle- 
-  In  a  matter  related  to  the  Foreign  Mission  day  we  studied  the  23rd  Psalm.  J.  vue,  Memphis,  was  enrolling.  The 
P.  Greene,  chairman  of  the  communications  Hardee  Kennedy  would  walk  the  list  could  go  on.  Bob  Simmons  has 
even-member  subcommittee  of  trustees  and  hallowed  halls  with  Daniel  and  just  been  promoted  to  professor  of 
for  handling  press  conferences  and  sensitive  Zechariah  while  Clayton  Waddell  missions,  having  served  at  Oak 
temmed  from  trustee  criticism  of  news  cover-  would  bring  up  ethical  problems.  Forest,  Jackson,  Meridian,  and  the 

His  tests  were  akin  to  the  lions’  Philippines.  Charles  Ray  is  now  a 
h  will  meet  May  4-3  in  Richmond,  includes  den.  Frank  Stagg  and  Ray  Robbins  mission  volunteer  in  China, 
ms  of  Missssippi  as  chairman,  Bill  Pace  of  made  the  New  Testament  interest-  Dozens  of  others  went  on  to  pastor 
th  Carolina,  and  Greene;  and  three  FMB  staff  ing;  even  now  I  review  the  notes,  churches,  teach  in  colleges  and 
,  vice  president  for  communications;  Irma  Eugene  Patterson  taught  evange-  seminaries,  and- serve  on  various 
ident  for  communications  support;  and  Bob  lism  and  also  guided  our  practical  mission  fields.  Thanks,  Southern 
and  information,  and  chief  of  the  Richmond  activities.  My  preaching  post  was  Baptists,  for  making  it  all  possible. 
Press.  at  St.  Arm  ana  Perdido,  and  each  — GH 


Older  adults  don’t  deserve 
treatment  society  gives  them 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee:  Deborah  Brunt,  Corinth;  Susan  Kin- 
ton,  Walnut  Grove;  Owen  Lusk,  Jackson;  Randy  TUmer,  Natchez,  vice- 
chairman;  Tommy  flitor,  Clarksdale,  chairman;  ex -officio,  Evelyn  Kayes, 
secretary,  Jackson 
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Tennessee  BSU  team 
recovers  in  Laurel 


The  Second  Front  Page 


By  Lonnie  Wilkey 

LAUREL,  Miss.  (BP)  —  Ten  and  prayed  with  the  students, 
members  of  a  Baptist  Student  A  passerby  saw  the  name  of  the 
Published  Since  1877  Union  team  from  Maryville  College  college  on  the  van  and  identified  it 
in  Tennessee  are  recovering  from  as  a  Presbyterian  school.  She  was 
injuries  sustained  in  an  automobile  evidently  on  her  way  to  church 
accident  March  22  in  Laurel,  Miss,  and  reported  it  to  leaders  at  West- 
—  and  grateful  for  the  ministry  of  a  minster  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Presbyterian  church  in  the  city.  Laurel.  Within  15  minutes,  Johnny 

The  BSU  team  was  returning  Patterson,  the  church’s  associate 
from  a  spring  mission  project  in  pastor,  and  one  of  the  elders  who 
New  Orleans,  La.,  when  the  van  was  a  doctor  arrived  at  the  emer- 
they  were  in  left  the  road  during  a  gency  room, 
rainstorm  and  struck  a  tree.  A  Patterson  assessed  the  needs  and 
“jaws  of  life”  apparatus  was  used  began  a  plan  of  ministry.  Church 
to  free  the  nine  students  and  BSU  members  stayed  in  the  rooms  with 
director  Marsha  Butler,  who  was  the  injured  students  and  brought 

various  toiletry  items  and  other 
necessities  to  the  students. 

“Church  members  were  uncondi- 
,  broken  bones  and  some  internal  tional  in  their  Christian  love  to 
injuries  but  “everything  is  mend-  us,”  Butler  said.  “They  ministered 
”  Butler  sustained  broken  to  us  more  than  we  could  ever 

have  imagined  possible.” 

Butler  said  it  would  be  a  mis¬ 
sions  project  that  would  not  be  for¬ 
gotten.  “We  were  able  to  minister 
was  scheduled  to  be  released  in  New  Orleans  and  we  were  min¬ 
istered  to  in  Laurel,”  she  said. 

Butler  said  die  accident  occurred  Wilkey  is  associate  editor,  BAP- 
near  the  hospital  in  Laurel.  A  Bap-  TIST  AND  REFLECTOR,  Ten¬ 
nessee. 
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FMB  names  committee 
to  replace  Keith  Parks 


By  Robert  O’Brien  and  Donald  D.  Martin 

CLEMSON,  S.C  (BP)  —  Keith  Mission  Thrust  effort  to  proclaim  pastor’s  wife  from  Hampton,  Va. 

Parks,  president,  Foreign  Mission  the  Christian  gospel  to  the  whole  was  reelected  without  opposition  driving  the  van,  from  the  wreck- 

Board,  drew  a  standing  ovation  world.  as  recording  secretary.  age.  The  van  was  totaled, 

from  about  11,000  people  gathered  John  Jackson,  a  pastor  from  Fair-  Jackson,  who  will  preside  over  Butler  said  the  students  suffered 
at  Littlejohn  Coliseum  at  Clemson  field,  Calif.,  won  die  trustee  chair-  his  first  trustee  meeting  in  June, 

University  April  7  for  the  appoint-  manship  by  a  vote  of  48-35  over  said  he  will  serve  as  an  ex-officio 

ment  of  38  new  foreign  missionar-  John  P.  Greene,  a  business  corpo-  member  of  the  search  committee,  able 

ies.  After  Parks  gave  a  challenge  ration  president  from  West  Palm  appointed  by  Hancock  and  chaired  bones  in  her  arm,  wrist,  and  elbow, 

to  the  missionaries  and  issued  an  Beach,  Fla.  Jackson  was  nominal-  by  Gregory,  pastor  of  First  As  of  March  27,  all  of  the  students 

invitation  to  the  audience,  199  ed  by  trustee  Paige  Patterson  of  Church,  Dallas.  had  been  released  from  the  hospi- 

people  made  spiritual  decisions,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  Greene  by  Besides  Gregory,  other  members  «tal.  One  student,  Marjorie  Dietz, 
including  77  who  committed  trustee  Hoyt  Savage  of  Las  Vegas,  are  Leon  Hyatt,  vice  chairman 
themselves  to  various  types  of  for-  Nev.  Jackson  served  previously  as  from  Pineville,  La.;  Bob  Oxford  of  March  30  or  31 
eign  mission  service.  first  vice  chairman  and  is  former  Lakewood,  Colo.;  Phyllis  Randall 

The  appointments  bring  the  total  state  president  of  California  South-  of  Blacksburg,  Va.;  Karol  Wise  of 
foreign  mission  force  to  3,955  era  Baptists.  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  John  Simms  of  tist  chaplain  arrived  at  the  scene 

missionaries  assigned  to  125  coun-  Other  officers  elected  for  one-  Salem,  Va.;  Bruce  Romoser  of 
tries.  Outgoing  trustee  chairman  year  terms  by  similar  vote  margins  Ellicott,  Md.;  Terry  Williams  of 

Bill  Hancock  told  the  crowd  the  were  Bonnie  Westbrook,  physician  Batesville,  Miss.;  Ted  Moody  of 

board  had  achieved  foe  125 -coun-  from  Beaumont,  Texas,  first  vice  Warner  Robins,  Ga.;  Reed  Lynn  of 

try  figure  eight  years  ahead  of  the  chairman;  and  Mike  Goodwin,  Shawnee,  Okla.;  Carol  Gilbreath 

2000  AD.  target  date  in  foe  South-  pastor  from  Festus,  Mo.,  second  of  Florence,  Ala.;  Terry  Horton  of 

era  Baptist  Convention’s  Bold  vice  chairman.  Karen  Gilbert,  a  (See  COMMITTEE  on  page  9) 

Peru  reportedly  swears  in  Baptist 
minister  Carlos  Garcia  as  president 

By  Ken  Camp 

DALLAS  (ABP)  —  Baptist  min-  Fujimori  had  dissolved  the  continue  using  his  position  as 
ister  Carlos  Garcia  took  foe  oath  of  Congress  on  April  5,  announced  Peru’s  second  vice  president  to 
office  as  Peru’s  president  on  April  plans  to  reorganize  the  judiciary,  open  other  doors  in  his  country  for 
9  at  a  clandestine  location  in  Lima,  and  called  out  military  troops  to  evangelical  Christians, 
according  to  international  news-  patrol  the  streets  of  the  c^apiul.  Garcia  served  six  years  as  a  pas- 
wire  reports.  Though  opponents  labeled  his  tor  in  Colombia  while  studying  at 

Meeting  in  secret,  135  Peruvian  actions  a  military  coup,  Fujimori  the  seminary  in  Cali  and  16  years 
congressmen  impeached  President  said  he  was  defending  constitu-  in  Lima,  including  two  terms  as 
Alberto  Fujimori  and  swore  in  tional  government  against  the  “ter-  president  of  foe  Peruvian  Baptist 
Garcia,  the  nation’s  second  vice  rorist  barbarity”  of  Shining  Path  Convention, 
president,  as  bead  of  state  after  Maoist  guerrillas.  Before  the  recent  unrest,  Garcia 

declaring  the  president’s  office  Garcia  had  been  elected  in  June  was  beading  a  nationwide  scripture 
vacant,  sources  told  the  Reuters  1990  to  foe  second  vice  presidency  distribution  effort  as  part  of  Peru’s 
news  service.  in  an  election  that  also  resulted  in  “Year  of  the  Bible”  celebration. 


James  H.  Currin,  64, 
dies  of  heart  attack 


NORTHBOROUGH,  Mass.  Currin  v 
(BP)  —  James  H.  Currin,  execu-  elect  of  Sou 
tive  director/treasurer  of  foe  Bap-  tion  of  State 
tist  Convention  of  New  England,  Directors  i 
died  of  a  heart  attack  at  his  home  meeting, 
in  Shrewsbury,  Mass.,  April  10.  His  writin 

Currin,  64,  had  been  executive  the  Broadm; 
of  foe  convention,  which  includes  Churches, 
six  New  England  states,  since  “Starting  Mi 
Dec.  1, 1978.  and  numerc 

The  funeral  was  April  14  at  2  publications 
p.m.  at  the  Rice  Memorial  Baptist  Prior  to 
Church  in  Norfoborough.  England,  C 

Significant  growth  in  foe  BCNE  native,  was 
marked  Curtin’s  13  years  as  exec-  Illinois,  Ken 
utive  director.  When  he  arrived  in  also  served  ; 
New  England  65  churches  and  director  and 
missions  formed  what  was  then  the  for  the  Stati 
Baptist  General  Association  of  tists  in  indi* 
New  England.  By  1983  the  associ-  Currin  is 
ation  had  grown  to  115  congrega-  Margery;  a  : 
dons  and  Currin  led  in  the  forma-  Shrewsbury 
tion  of  a  state  convention.  There  Minniear  of 
are  now  198  churches,  and  mis-  six  grandchi 
sions  affiliated  with  the  BCNE. 


Carloa  Garda 
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Mississippi:  Top  10  in  baptisms 


Ibp  10  churches  in  total  baptisms  for  1991 
Church  Pastor 

X.  Harrisburg,  Tupelo  James  R.  Chatham  III 

2.  Temple,  Hattiesburg  Gary  Berry 

3.  Sharon,  Long  Beach  Donnie  Guy 

4.  Colonial  Hills,  Southaven  Steve  Bennett 

5.  Morrison  Heights,  Clinton  Ken  Alford 

6.  Park  Place,  Brandon  Bobby  Williamson 

7.  First,  Jackson  Frank  Pollard 

8.  Emmanuel,  Greenville  Richard  W.  Chappell 

9.  Northcrest,  Meridian  Malcolm  Lewis 

10.  First,  Olive  Branch  P.  J.  Scott 


Baptisms 


Mississippi  College  Baptist  Nursing  Fellowship  officers  for  1991-1992  are  front  row. 
left  to  right:  Denise  Windom,  president;  Kaye  Wilson,  faculty  sponsor;  Monica  Max¬ 
well,  WMU  liaison;  Judy  McDaniel,  fellowship  and  membership  chairman.  Back  row, 
from  left  are  Lara  Williams,  prayer  coordinator;  LJzlee  Chalk,  program  chairman;  Sher¬ 
rie  Long,  heritage  chairman.  Not  pictured  are  Tina  Fendley.  vice  president;  Amanda 
Harvey,  secretary/treasurer;  and  Joan  Meeks,  service  chairman. 


Ibp  10  churches  in  baptisms,  1991,  based  on  ratio,  baptisms  to  resident  members 

T  '  Res. 

Church  Pastor  Baptisms  RaUo  Members 

1.  Temple,  Grenada 

2.  Grace  Temple,  Gulfport 

3.  Waxhaw,  Gunnison 

4.  Mt.  Carmel,  Forest 

5.  Parkway,  Morton 

6.  Faith,  Florence 

7.  Dry  Creek,  Baldwyn 

8.  Wildwood,  Southaven 

9.  Meadville  Street  Mission,  Summit 
10.  Palestine,  Plantersville 


Baptisms 


is  first  in  nation 


Champ  Thomas 


James  Beal 
Pete  Newsom 
Billy  Ray  Smith 
Billy  Ray  Smith 
James  Sanders 
Pastorless 
Joseph  Haire 
Pastorless 
Robert  Fowlkes 


November  6  marked  the  beginning  ning  of  mission  projects  and  prayer 
of  the  Mississippi  College  Chapter  of  for  missionaries;  specifically  nurses 
Baptist  Nursing  Fellowship.  This  is  who  serve  all  over  the  world, 
the  first  college  chapter  of  BNF  in  the  Mission  projects  completed  within 
state,  and  nation.  The  chapter  was  the  past  year  include  providing 
organized  by  a  small  group  of  junior  children’s  vitamins  to  Delores  Young, 
nursing  students,  who  felt  the  need  for  RN  in  the  Rio  Grande  region,  and 
additional  spiritual  support,  because  used  eyeglasses  to  Jenny  Hester  in 
nursing  school  can  be  trying  and  Colombia.  Future  plans  include 
stressful  at  times.  This  organization  spending  an  afternoon  rolling  band- 
has  grown  from  that  small  group  of  ages  to  send  to  Martha  Haygood  in 
junior  nursing  students  to  encompass  Nigeria,  as  well  as  outreach  to  those 
sophomores,  seniors,  and  faculty;  in-  in  need  in  the  local  community, 
eluding  Dean  Lisa  Eichelberger.  Kaye  Wilson,  assistant  professor  of 

Once  a  month  the  group  meets  to  nursing  at  Mississippi  College,  serves 
have  a  time  of  devotion,  singing,  plan-  as  the  chapter’s  faculty  sponsor 


H  State  Baptists  give  over 

$5  million  in  first  quarter 

Mississippi  Baptists  gave  $5,370,364  far  this  year  would  be  $26,745less  than 
through  the  Cooperative  Program  in  that  needed  to  reach  the  budget  goal, 
the  first  quarter  of  1992,  according  to  This  is  one  half  of  one  percent  under 
Bill  Causey,  executive  director-  budget, 
treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

This  amount  is  $64,444  more  than  19n  _  The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Frank  Stagg  of  Bay  St  Louis,  professor  that  given  by  the  2,000  participating  Hospital  in  Jackson  was  accepted  as 
emeritus  of  Southern  Seminary.  Stagg  churches  in  the  first  quarter  of  1991.  a  gift  from  Drs  Hunter  and  Shands. 
spoke  on  how  to  study  the  Bible  by  March  gifts  this  year  were 

preparing  the  right  time;  the  right  attitude;  $1,446,607,  just  surpassing  the  1899  —  The  first  state  wide  B.Y.P.U. 
and  a  good  commentary.  He  went  through  $1,444,535  given  in  March  of  1991.  Convention  was  held  in  Canton  with 
Mark’s  Gospel  pointing  out  the  highlights  If  the  1992  budget  of  $21,588,435  were  Arthur  Flake  as  president  and  Lan¬ 
in  view  of  history  of  that  time.  divided  into  12  equal  parts,  gifts  thus  drum  Leavell  as  secretary. 


senior  adults  registered  for  the  Gulf  States  Senior  Adult 


More  than  1, 

tton  held  at  First  Church,  Jackson.  Singing  together  are  Bessie  Parish,  left,  and  Thelma 
Adams,  right",  both  of  First  Church,  Amory.  For  those  without  benefit  of  color,  those 


1,200  seniors 
convene  in 
Jackson 

Frank  Pollard,  First  Church,  Jackson, 
pastor,  told  the  group  of  Jesus'  parable 
of  the  widow  and  the  unjust  judge.  At  first 
glance,  it  may  seem  the  moral  is  "It  pays 
to  pester,"  said  Pollard  "Maybe  God's  go¬ 
ing  to  listen  one  of  these  days  and  do  what 
I  want  him  to  do  ”  Pollard  said  that  is  not 
the  meaning.  "This  parable  is  not 
teaching  that  you're  like  that  widow  and 
God's  like  that  judge.”  It  is  exact  op¬ 
posites  He  said  that  we  are  God's 
children  and  he  wants  to  hear  from  us. 
“We  have  a  priority  in  heaven." 

The  convention  was  sponsored  by  the 
five  Gulf  slates  —  Mississippi.  Florida, 
Alabama.  Louisiana,  and  Texas.  The  pro¬ 
gram  was  developed  by  Horace  Kerr  of 
the  Discipleship  Training  Department, 
MBCB  (Photos  by  Tim  Nicholas) 


Jay  Strack  and  evangelism 


By  Guy  Henderson 

Evangelism  has  been  the  hallmark  of  places  in  the  Old  Testament  and  the  Sociology,  philosophy,  and  other 
of  Baptists  since  the  beginning.  Today  New.  True  revival  is  God’s  prerog-  subjects  have  been  on  their  mind  all 
we  are  still  seeking  to  be  evangelistic  ative  and  will  happen.  We  need  a  deep  week ;  they  do  not  come  to  church  to 
in  our  ministry  to  the  world.  Jay  burden  for  the  lost  people.  This  could  hear  more  of  it.  Preach  the  Word. 
Strack  is  assuredly  one  of  the  gifted  bring  us  together.  We  must  rebuild 
evangelists  we  have  among  us  today,  the  altars,  and  the  very  nature  of  the 
Recently  he  was  in  a  revival  crusade  '90s  is  a  picture  of  need, 
with  the  Morrison  Heights  Church,  So  many  of  our  churches  have 
Clinton,  where  Ken  Alford  is  pastor,  reached  a  plateau  in  growth  or  are 


reflect  a  positive  attitude.  He  needs 
to  be  soul-conscious  and  lead  the  out 
reach  ministry.  Set  worthwhile  goals 
and  go  after  them. 

What  "tools”  of  evangelism  should 
be  offered  to  Russia,  the  eastern 
European  nations,  and  to  other  mis¬ 
sion  fields  around  the  world? 

are  not  returning  to  church"  after  The  churches  visited  in  Russia  and 
graduation.  Kids  do  not  like  to  see  Romania  need  a  strong  emphasis  on 
CUBAN  BAPTIST  MUSICAL  GROUP  BEGINS  UJL  TOURt  —  Kairoa.  a .  pressed  his  "view  about  present  day  ugly  business  meetings  or  to  have  youth.  The  average  age  of  some 
'ubnn  Baptist  musical  group,  arrived  In  the  U.S.  on  Friday,  April  3,  to  begin  evangelism;  -  their  father  under  attack  from  some  churchea there  would  be  65.  Services 

month  long  concert  tour.  The  group,  a  quintet,  all  of  whom  are  members  Is  there  a  place  for  revivalism  in  committee.  Some  churches  get  in  a  are  lengthy  and  not  very  appealing  to 

(the  Baptist  church  in  Matanzas,  Cuba,  are  being  sponsored  by  the  Baptist  our  churches  today?  feeding  frenzy  called  “the  piranha  young  people.  The  singing  group 

•eace  Fellowship  of  North  America  as  part  of  a  larger  project  focusing  There  is  a  future  for  the  right  type  hour’’  and  anything  from  pastoral  Truth  went  with  me;  the  young 
ttention  on  U.S.-Cuban  relations.  “Cuba  is  officially  designated  as  an  ‘enemy’  of  revival  in  any  age.  We  should  not  termination  to  lambasting  a  faithful  people  will  be  drawn  by  gospel  music 

fthe  U.S.,"  said  Ken  Sehested,  executive  director  of  the  BPFNA,  "but  Jesus  be  intimidated  by  the  1900s.  for  member  can  occur.  We  had  8,000  to  10,000  in  Romania  and 

xplicitly  instructed  us  to  love  our  enemies.  We  are  sponsoring  this  tour,  along  neither  the  gates  of  hell  nor  the  ’90s  We  also  need  to  magnify  the  wor-  two-thirds  would  be  young  people 
nth  other  activities,  as  a  way  of  building  bridges  between  the  citizens  of  Cuba  can  prevail  against  the  church,  ship  services.  We  must  have  a  strong  And  of  course,  there,  as  in  every 
nd  the  United  States.  We  are  starting  In  our  own  house  by  building  bridges  Methods  change,  principles  remain,  word  from  the  Lord.  People  are  not  place,  we  need  to  do  more  personal 
etween  Baptists  in  the  two  countries.”  The  principle  of  revival  is  in  dozens  going  to  come  if  they  are  not  fed.  soul  winning. 


jones  receives 
“Friend  of  the 
Family”  Award 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Easter  is  God’s  laughter 


Paul  Griffin  Jones  II,  executive 
director  of  the  Mississippi  Christian 
Action  Commission,  has  been  given 
the  “Friend  of  the  Family”  Award  by 
the  Mississippi  Home  Economics 
Association. 

Faye  Smith  of  Quitman,  secretary 
of  the  MSHEA,  who  nominated  Jones, 
said  this  was  the  first  year  the 
organization  has  made  such  an 
award.  “He’s  been  able  to  bring  a  vi¬ 
sion  of  morality  into  public  schools,” 
she  said,  adding,  “He’s  been  able  to 
teach  that  morals  come  from  God.” 

Jones  h^i  been  a  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Council  on  Family  Rela- 


Lanterns  and  candles  lighted  Col¬ 
umbus’  Friendship  Cemetery  last 
week  while  night  tourists  heard 
history  students  tell  “tales  from  the 
crypt”  about  personalities  of  the  past. 

One  country  churchyard  in 
Alabama  contains  the  graves  of  many 
of  those  I  have  loved  best.  I  don’t  need 
a  tour  guide  to  tell  me  their  stories. 

There  is  the  grave  of  my  daddy. 
Beyond  the  stone  bearing  his  name 
are  the  graves  of  Grandma  and 
Grandpa  Washburn.  A  JR  tie  way  down 
the  hill  is  the  tiny  graft  of  the  baby 
brother  I  never  got  a  chance  to  know. 


sr  civic  responsibilities  in-  Prov'd«nce  Church  meets  now  at  this  house 


Here  to  my  left,  between  the  obelia 


elude  service  on  the  Adolescent 
Pregnancy  Thsk  Force  for  the  Gover¬ 
nor's  Commission  on  Children/Youth, 
and  on  the  Department  of  Health’s 
AIDS  Literature  Review  Task  Force 
and  as  a  member  of  Partners  for  Im¬ 
proved  Nutrition  and  Health.  Also,  he 
has  served  as  PTS  president  of  Clin¬ 
ton  High  School. 

Jones  came  to  Mississippi  in  1961 
from  East  Texas  State  University 
where  he  was  chair  of  the  Department 
of  Biblical  Studies,  professor  of  Bible, 
and  Baptist  Student  Union  director. 


ridian  church  will  build  and  Grandpa  Allen.  Somewhere  down 

there  was  buried  one  of  my  favorite 

ith  McDowell  is  new  pastor  of  classes,  and  discipled  Providence  Sunday  School  teachers. 

“Oh,  for  the  touch  of  a  vanished 
hand,  and  the  sound  of  a  voice  that  is 
still!”  Tennyson,  mourning  the  death 
of  his  friend,  said  it  well. 

Gravestones  have  littered  the  world 
since  the  day  Eve  and  Adam  tasted 
the  forbidden,  and  opened  the  door  to 
suffering  and  death. 

“Ring  around  the  roses,  pocket  full 
of  posies,  guinea,  guinea  all  squat.”  I 
played  that  game  in  grammar  school. 

isn’t?  But  I  didn’t  know 


Providence  Church,  Meridian.  The  church  leader  groups  in  Meridian  on 
church  is  sponsored  by  Lauderdale  bi-weekly  visits  in  1991. 

The  church  meets  at  320  40th  Ave., 
Meridian,  and  now  conducts  regular 
weekly  Bible  study  and  worship  ser¬ 
vices  with  McDowell  as  pastor.  The 
church  has  40  members  and  plans  to 
purchase  property  and  construct  a 
new  church  building. 

McDowell  and  his  wife  Sandra  have 


Association  and 
was  founded  by 
Willie  L.  Scott, 
pastor  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  Communi¬ 
ty  Baptist  Church 
in  Marietta,  Ga. 

Scott  made  his 
first  contact  with 
the  black  com-  two  grown  children.  He  is  an  Air 
munity  in  Meridian  Force  veteran  and  a  graduate  of 


What  child  _  _ 

- - - .  -  — -  .  -  „  until  lastweek  the  story  of  its  origin. 

in  February  of  Valdosta  State  College.  He  will  enroll  Centuries  ago,  during  the  days  of  the 
McDowell  1991.  He  preached  at  New  Orleans  Seminary  in  black  plague  in  Europe,  children  sang 

a  revival,  conducted  bi-weekly  Bible  September.  that  verse,  except  they  closed  it  with 

this  line  —  “husha,  husha,  we  all  fall 
•  1  t|  •  T  1  '  down.”  Some  thought  the  plague  was 

TA71  I  I  mnat  in  lonb-cnn  caused  by  polluted  air,  and  that  the  y  ' 

fragrance  of  fresh  flowers  would  help  “Easter  is  God’s  laughter.”  And  she 
to  cleanse  the  air.  So  doctors  stuffed  quotes  Victor  Hugo,  author  of  Les 
flowers  into  their  pockets  and  carried  Miserables.  “When  I  go  down  to  the 
them  to  the  sick  and  dying.  Yet  thou-  grave  I  can  say,  like  so  many  others, 
sands  continued  to  “fall  down.”  Thus  ‘I  have  finished  my  work,’  But  I  can- 

the  song  of  the  children.  not  say  I  have  finished  my  life _ 

Easter  is  about  death.  But  that’s  not  My  tomb  is  not  a  blind  alley.  It  is  a 
all!  Easter  is  about  life.  Laurie  thoroughfare  It  closes  in  the  twilight 
Barber  in  The  Canadian  Baptist  said,  to  open  in  the  dawn.” 


*  a.m.-3:30  pm.  A  continental  breakfast 

«PP  V'  will  be  served  at  8  a  m.  and  the  equip- 

’’i  Til.  ment  vendors  will  be  available  to  talk 

iflBfjIL.  V  with  each  person 

JPA  lit:  l^k.  7116  workshop  will  get  underway  at 

9  a  m  Tbpics  are  Producing  the  Wor- 
‘  ship  Service-11  led  by  Ron  Harris,  pro- 

gram  director,  KCBI  Radio  and 
Hams  Hargis  Criswell  Radio  Network,  Dallas,  and 

“The  sixth  annual  Mississippi  Bap-  host  of  the  Morning  Show, 
tists  in  Broadcasting  will  meet  May 

15-16  at  Calvary  Church,  Jackson.  Creative  Television  Production  — 

M  “The  meeting  is  Beyond  the  Sanctuary  (Shooting  the 
for  all  Mississippi  One  Camera  Production)  will  be  led 
Baptists  who  are  by  Bemie  Hargis,  producer  for  the 
involved  through  ACTS  Network  and  the  RTVC.  Bemie 
their  church  in  is  the  producer  of  the  Emmy-award 
broadcasting  on  winning  documentary,  China:  Walls 
radio,  television,  or  and  Bridges,  and  the  Emmy- 
cable,  and  those  nominated  Winds  of  Freedom, 
who  are  interested  He  is  responsible  for  producing  all 

.  fvLese  ,tS^as:  of  the  RTVC  documentaries  for  ABC- 
said  Ferrell  Blank¬ 
enship,  director  of 
Johnson  Broadcast  Ser- 

vices,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  Jackson. 

Friday  night.  May  15,  will  feature 

an  awards  banquet  at  7  p.m.  Jack  *  "  x 

Johnson,  president  of  the  Southern  TyS* 

Baptist  Convention  Radio  and  Ttelevi- 
sion  Commission  and  the  ACTS  Net- 
work,  will  be  keynote  speaker.  He  will 

also  host  a  Mississippi  ACTS  affiliates  -  f 

meeting  after  the  banquet  8:45  p  m  A  4 

including  a  question  and  answer  I  ft  . 

Awards  to  Ih>  presented  at  the  ban  -l; 

(jnel  will  be  m  the  areas  of  Best  I’m  ^  T.'  ^  9£| 


luet),  breakfast  and  lunch  (Satur 


day),  and  workshop  materials. 
Special  this  year  is  a  discount  for  five 
or  more  from  the  same  church;  cost 
will  be  $20  per  person. 

Deadline  for  registration  is  May  6. 
Mail  registration  fee  to  Farrell 
Blankenship  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board,  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  Make  check  payable  to 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board. 

MBIB  Planning  Committee 
members  working  with  Blankenship 
are  Kurt  Brautigam  and  Wayne 
Pierce,  Hattiesburg;  Jim  Phillips, 
Greenwood;  Mike  Myrick,  Laurel; 
Steve  Guidry,  Pam  Mitchell  and  Judy 
Shelton,  Jackson. 


A  miracle? 


Ralph  Bethea,  former  missionary  to 
Kenya,  has  in  recent  months  been 
distributing  Bibles  in  Russia.  The 
following  story  was  told  in  the 
Messenger  of  Galveston  (Texas)  Bap 
tist  Association: 

When  Ralph  stopped  to  visit  in  a 
Russian  home,  the  woman  of  the 
house  asked,  “Have  you  come  to  join 
my  husband  in  his  devotion?”  So  he 
did.  The  elderly  man  spoke  of  his 
disillusionment  with  communism  and 
of  his  return  to  the  biblical  teachings 
of  his  mother.  When  he  said  he  didn’t 
have  a  Bible,  Ralph  gave  him  one  The 
old  man  clutched  it  on  his  chest  and 
called  his  neighbors  and  read  from  it 
to  them  for  four  hours. 

Though  Ralph's  supply  of  Bibles 
had  almost  run  out,  he  gave  the  old 
man  the  few  that  he  had  with  him. 

A  former  KGB  agent  who  had  ac¬ 
cepted  the  Lord  came  to  Ralph  and 
said,  “I  know  where  there  are  40,000 
Bibles." 

“Where?” 

“In  a  warehouse”. 

They  had  been  confiscated  years 


before  and  ordered  burned,  but  —  in 
the  providence  of  God  —  they  had 
been  stored  instead.  Now  Ralph  of¬ 
fered  to  buy  them,  but  the  man  said 
he  could  not  sell  them.  “How  about  a 
public  auction?”  Ralph  asked. 

“What’s  an  auction?” 

An  auction  was  explained.  The  man 
agreed  to  have  one,  but  who  would 
bid? 

Ralph  gathered  people  from  what 
had  been  the  underground  church  in 
the  area,  and  explained  what  they 
planned  to  do.  They  agreed.  When  the 
bidding  got  to  $1,000,  Ralph  was  the 
last  “bidder.”  He  got  40,000  Bibles  for 
$1,000. 

As  they  were  gathering  up  the 
Bibles.  Ralph  opened  one  box  and  took 
out  a  Bible  which  contained  some 
writing.  He  handed  it  to  the  elderly 
man  with  whom  he  had  “had  devo¬ 
tions."  Tb  the  /nan’s  amazement,  it 
was  his  mother's  Bible  which  had 
been  confiscated  30  years  before. 

“A  miracle?”  asks  the  Messenger's 
writer.  You  decide. 


Our  readers  never  fail! 


A  few  months  ago,  Anne  Rominger  S tauter  from  Moss  Point  wrote  me  the 
of  Fort  Rucker,  Alabama,  wrote  and  sweetest  letter  and  sent  me  the  pat- 
asked  if  anyone  could  provide  a  cross-  tern  I  was  looking  for.  She  designed 


gram  (one  in  radio  and  one  in  televi 


Missions/ 


stitch  pattern  for  the  SBC  emblem.  I  the  graph  herself  -  - 

reprinted  her  letter  in  this  column,  I  appreciate  your  help.  I  haven’t 
and  she  has  received  the  pattern,  started  the  piece  yet  (I’m  currently 
thanks  to  one  of  our  readers.  Here  is  working  on  one  about  Mississippi!), 
Pater  Boelens  of  Vicksburg,  center,  director  of  the  Luke  Society  which  oversees  her  second  letter:  but  plan  to  do  it  soon. 

^  _ _  physicians’  ministries  in  10  countries,  was  key  speaker  at  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Dear  Mrs.  McWilliams : 

foaTinw  nf\he'a  wards  winners' wi  if  be  Center’s  Physicians’  Fellowship  on  March  4.  Pictured  with  Boelens  are  Danny  Rutland,  A  few  months  ago  I  wrote  to  you  Ann  Rominger 

nrecented  hv  the  MBIB  Judging  MBMC  development  officer,  and  Sam  Denney,  MBMC  pediatrician.  MBMC’s  Physi-  when  I  was  looking  for  a  cross-stitch  56  Endl  Avenue 

Committee  *  cians’  Fellowship  is  an  outreach  ministry  that  MBMC  organized  for  physicians.  pattern  of  the  SBC  emblem.  Mrs.  Bee  Fort  Rucker,  Alabama  36362 
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Baptists  give  aid,  hope 
in  Croatian  war  zones 


By  Mike  CresweO 

MOSCENICA,  Croatia  (BP)  —  “The  enemy  is  right  over  there  in 
those  trees,”  said  Daniel  Jekic,  pointing  to  a  stand  of  trees  about  a  mile 

away. 

Jekic,  a  Baptist  layman,  meant  the  Yugoslavian  army,  camped  just 
across  the  Croaria-Sertaa  border. 

Croatia,  one  of  six  regions  in  what  was  once  Yugoslavia,  declared  its 
independence  in  1991.  Some  10,000  people  have  died  in  the  ensuing  war 
with  dominant  Serbia. 

A  shaky  cease-fire  —  violated  by  frequent  skirmishes  —  barely  holds 
as  Croarians  await  the  arrival  of  14,000  United  Nations  peacekeeping 
troops.  In  the  capital  city  of  Zagreb,  new  Croatian  flags  fly  everywhere. 
No  doubts  about  their  future  as  a  new  nation  are  evident  among  the  peo¬ 
ple. 

War  has  brought  out  the  best  in  Baptists  here.  They  have  organized 
relief  ministries,  pushed  ahead  in  evangelism,  and  distributed  Bibles  and 
other  Christian  literature  among  refugees.  Government  sources  say  about 
300,000  refugees  crowd  Zagreb,  swelling  its  population  to  well  over  1 
million  people. 

Daniel  Jekic  and  other  Baptist  laymen  were  at  the  front  lines  not  as 
soldiers  but  as  Christian  witnesses.  As  rain  began  to  fall  they  passed  out 
copies  of  a  Billy  Graham  book.  Peace  With  God,  to  soldiers  and  spoke 
of  Christian  faith  amid  the  horrors  of  war.  ■> 

The  interdenominational  ministry  group,  Getsemani  Mission,  were 
originally  intended  to  use  the  arts  to  communicate  the  gospel.  In  recent 
months  Getsemani  workers  have  woo  military  approval  to  minister  to 
refugees  right  at  the  edges  of  the  war  zone. 

Back  in  Zagreb,  the  one  Baptist  church  in  the  city  is  filled  to  capacity 
for  Sunday  services  as  refugees  come  to  worship  and  pick  up  medicine, 
food,  or  clothing.  Pastor  Josip  Mikulic  says  the  church’s  ministry  pro¬ 
gram,  “My  Neighbor,”  has  helped  more  than  1,000  families. 

Baptists  are  reconciled  to  the  breakup  of  their  Yugoslavian  national 
Baptist  union,  which  had  1 17  churches  and  missions.  Forty-three 
churches  and  missions  with  about  1,000  members  are  in  Croatia. 

Baptists  in  Croatia  cannot  call  or  even  send  letters  to  fellow  Baptists 
across  the  war  zone.  “It’s  not  possible  to  talk  about  a  Yugoslavian  union 
now,”  Mikulic  said,  although  he  suggested  joint  work  could  continue  on 
an  unofficial  basis. 

“The  church  must  become  supranational  rather  than  be  related  to  a 
nationality ,”  one  Baptist  leader  said.  “That’s  one  important  contribution 
we  have  to  make.” 

A  Baptist  publishing  house  in  Zagreb  will  play  a  key  role  in  meeting 
postwar  needs.  Even  Catholic  churches  and  schools  now  use  Baptist  lit¬ 
erature.  One  Catholic  priest  helps  distribute  it  and  he  uses  it  to  prepare 
his  radio  messages. 

Southern  Baptist  missionary  Nela  Williams  has  been  working  with  the 
Croatian  government  during  recent  months  to  win  government  approval 
of  Baptist  Sunday  School  teaching.  Now,  Baptist  young  people  can  get 
school  credit  for  Sunday  School  studies  just  as  Catholic  students  do,  if 
churches  follow  proper  registration  procedures. 

That’s  a  new  direction  in  a  heavily  Catholic  land  where  Baptists  often 
get  overlooked  —  and  where  they  have  been  “more  afraid  of  the 
Catholics  than  the  communists,”  according  to  one  Baptist  leader. 

Baptists  also  may  minister  in  hospitals  and  prisons  but  few  workers  are 
available.  “The  doors  are  open  but  we’re  too  small  for  so  many  opportu¬ 
nities,”  Mikulic  said. 

He  and  other  church  leaders  —  Protestant  and  Catholic  —  say  the 
wounds  of  the  soul  caused  by  the  war  will  take  years  of  ministry  to  heal. 

CresweO  is  Baptist  Press  correspondent  for  Europe. 


FOOD  FOR  REFUGEES  —  Ivana  Marinovic,  Toofil  Mikulic,  and  Blajenka 
Marinovic  (from  left  to  right)  weigh  flour  for  distribution  to  war  refugees 
om  Croatia,  which  has  been  locked  in  conflict  with  neighboring  Serbia. 
The  refugee  relief  is  a  ministry  of  Getsemani  Mission,  an  interdenomina¬ 
tional  aid  agency  supported  by  Baptists  in  the  area.  Their  small  ware¬ 
house/office  is  next  to  Betel  Baptist  Church  In  Sisak.  (BP  photo  by  Mike 
CresweW). 


N.  Carolina 
squares  off 
concerning 
“gay  union” 


WINSTON-SALEM,  N.C.  (BP) 
—  Members  of  the  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Carolina’s 
executive  committee  voted  9-8 
against  joining  six  officers  of  the 
convention  and  its  general  board  in  j 
recommending  the  rejection  of 
funds  “from  any  church  which 
knowingly  takes,  or  has  taken,  any 
official  action  which  manifests 
public  approval,  promotion  or 
blessing  of  homosexuality.” 

The  April  7  vote  followed  nearly 
two  hours  of  discussion  by  the 
committee  in  a  regular  meeting  at 
Wake  Forest  University  in  Win¬ 
ston-Salem. 

The  discussion  and  the  recom¬ 
mendation  drafted  by  convention 
officers  came  in  the  wake  of  deci¬ 
sions  by  Pullen  Memorial  Church 
in  Raleigh  and  Binkley  Memorial 
Church  in  Chapel  Hill  regarding 
homosexuals  in  their  congrega¬ 
tions.  Pullen  voted  March  1  to 
bless  the  “union”  of  two  male 
homosexuals  and  Binkley  voted 
April  3  to  license  a  student  at 
Duke  Divinity  School  to  the  min¬ 
istry.  The  marriage-like  union  ser¬ 
vice  for  two  homosexual  men  was 
held  March  13  at  Pullen.  , 

Five  of  die  eight  votes  cast  dur¬ 
ing  the  executive  committee  meet¬ 
ing  in  favor  of  the  motion  were  by 
the  officers  who  drafted  the  rec¬ 
ommendation. 

According  to  R.G.  Puckett,  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  convention’s  newsjour- 
nal,  the  Biblical  Recorder,  “The 
central  issue  in  die  discussions  and 
decisions  is  not  homosexuality  and 
the  teachings  of  Scripture  about  it 
but  rather  church  autonomy.  Those 
opposing  the  recommendation  of 
the  officers  felt  it  was  setting  a 
dangerous  precedent,  ‘creating  a 
slippery  slope’  in  which  other 
issues  later  could  continue  the  ero¬ 
sion  of  local  church  autonomy 
which  has  long  been  considered  a 
cherished  Baptist  practice.” 

Letters,  telephone  calls,  and  res¬ 
olutions  about  the  issue  have  inun¬ 
dated  the  officers,  the  administra¬ 
tive  offices  at  the  Baptist  Building 
in  Cary,  N.C.,  and  the  Biblical 
Recorder,  Puckett  reported. 

The  Recorder  has  received  only 
one  letter  which  in  any  way  sought 
to  defend  or  {dead  for  toleration  of 
homosexual  conduct  and  lifestyles, 
Puckett  said.  The  lines  of  debate 
are  clearly  drawn  between  which 


GOSPELS,  NOT  GUNS  —  Baptist  layman  Daniel  Jekic  distributes  Chris¬ 
tian  literature  to  Croatian  soldiers  in  front  of  a  bombed-out  Catholic 
church  in  the  town  of  Moscenica.  The  town  is  about  a  mile  from  the  front 
lines  of  Croatia’s  war  with  Serbia  —  as  close  as  the  military  will  let  any 
civilian  go.  Heavy  shelling  has  caused  Moscenica’s  residents  to  abandon 
it;  only  the  military  is  there  now.  (BP  photo  by  Mike  Creswell) 


“BATTLEFIELD  WEDDING”  —  Southern  Baptist  missionary  Nela 
Williams  (right)  translates  Croatian  for  Serbian  Baptist  pastor  Davie 


_ _  translates  Croatian  for  Serbian  Baptist  pastor  David  Oari- 

zovic  at  Betel  flaptist  Church  in  Sisak,  Croatia,  where  Ogrizovic  was  aske< 
to  conduct  the  wedding  of  two  soldiers.  Ogrizovic  himself  is  a  refugee  of 
the  war  that  has  tom  Yugoslavia  apart.  (Bp  photo  by  Mike  Creswell) 

Bush  proclaims  May  7  Day  of  Prayer 

WASHINGTON  (ABP)  Pres-  proper  course  in  a  world  is  ^  National  Day  of  Pr 
idem  George  Bush  has  proclaimed  changing  by  tbe  ^  been  an  annual  traditic 

May  7, 1992,  as  a  National  Day  of  0f  a  National  Day  of  Prayer  APril  11 '  1952 '  when  C 

Prayer,  urging  all  Americans  to  rcminds  us  that  wc  can  aIway8  approved  a  joint  resolutio 
pray  in  thanksgiving  and  for  God’s  place  oor  trust  in  th  Bteady  for  the  designation  of  a 

continued  blessing.  Snfaifing  fight  that  is  the  love  of  day  of  prayer.  Tfie  first  1 

In  his  presidential  proclamation,  ^  »  5  in  May  each  year  has  I 

Bush  wrote,  “As  we  seek  to  chart  a  aside  for  that  purpose. 


Scripture  on  homosexual  conduct, 
be  said. 


April  16, 1992 
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HouseTots  is  a  supplement  to  the  Baptist  Record  and  is  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 
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ZIMBABWE  EXPERIENCE 

by  June  Nolen, 


Mantee  Baptist  Church 


As  a  result  of  my  recent  trip  to  Africa  with  Partnership 
Evangelism,  I  received  a  mo*t  precious  gift  from  Zim¬ 
babwe  this  week.  (In  January  I  was  privileged  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Mississippi  group  that  went  to  Zimbabwe.) 
The  gift  was  in  the  form  of  a  letter  from  Pastor  Simon 
and  Ami  Jena  of  Chitungwiza  Baptist  Church,,  which  is 
located  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Capital  City  of  Harare. 
Pastor  Simon  Jena,  on  behalf  of  the  church  and  his  fam¬ 
ily,  sent  greetings  and  expressed  thanks  for  our  group 
coming  and  sharing  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  thru 
preaching,  teaching  and  Bible  study.  In  his  letter  he 
shared  the  Bible  verses  l  Thessalonians  1 :2-3  where  the 
Apostle  Paul  says  "We  give  thanks  to  God  always  for 
you,  making  mention  of  you  in  our  prayers,  remember¬ 
ing  without  ceasing  your  work  of  faith,  labor  of  love 
and  patience  of  hope  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

Tears  flowed  down  my  face  as  I  read  again  and  again 
this  beautiful  scripture,  and  I  bowed  my  head  and 
thanked  God  for  the  opportunity  of  meeting  these 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ  that  live  over  9000  miles 
from  my  home  in  Mississippi.  Their  love  of  the  Lord 
was  so  obvious  as  I  observed  them  and  participated  in 
their  worship  service  and  their  love  included  me  as  a 
member  of  God's  family  thru  Jesus  Christ.  Their  sweet 
spirit  and  kindness  exhibited  toward  me  and  other  team 
members  told  me  that  they  truly  knew  the  Lord  and 
walked  daily  with  Him. 

Pastor  Jena's  burden  for  the  lost  people  of  his  country 
humbled  me  as  I  was  reminded  of  the  many  lost  people 
in  my  beloved  America.  His  commitment  to  Soul-Win¬ 
ning  made  each  of  us  resolve  to  be  better  Soul-Winners 
when  we  returned  home.  How  exciting  it  was  to  also 
be  reminded  that  we  worship  a  God  that  is  not  limited 
by  miles  or  culture  or  color,  a  God  that  knows  no 
boundaries. 

The  letter  from  Chitungwiza  Baptist  Church  will  always 
be  among  my  most  treasured  possessions,  and  I  will  re¬ 
read  it  many  times,  I  am  sure,  as  I  think  back  so  often 
of  the  wonderful  experiences  I  had  with  my  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Christ  in  Zimbabwe. 


BOLD  \ 


Matt.  28:1  $-20 


f<7uip  Believe** 


ed  church  programs  to  your 
program  leaders. 


This  is  the  second  in  a  series  of  testimonials  from  people  who  have  traveled  to 
Zimbabwe  to  participate  in  the  Partnership  project  Mississippi  Baptists  have 
begun  with  that  African  country.  Other  testimonials  are  scheduled  to  follow. 

NOTC:  There  are  two  or  three  vacancies  for  witnesses  on  an  evangelistic  team 
for  May  11-18.  for  details,  contact  Bill  Hardy,  partnership  coordinator,  at  P.  O. 
Box  530,  jackson.  MS  39205.  Those  interested  should  inquire  with  Hardy. 


Mississippi  PraverLinc 

969-PRAV 


“Mississippi  Baptists  who  are  involved  In  broadcasting  on  radio,  television  or  cable,  and  those  who  are  Interest¬ 
ed  in  getting  started  in  these  areas  are  invited  to  join  us  in  the  Sixth  Annual  Mississippi  Baptists  in  Broad¬ 
casting  Workshop  on  May  15-16,  1992,  at  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Jackson. " 

- Farrell  Blankenship,  director,  Department  of  Broadcast  Services 


AWARDS  BANQUET  SPEAKER 

Jack  Johnson  —  President,  Radio  Ik  Television  Commission,  SBC 


Dr.  Johnson  directs  the  ministry  of  Southern  Baptists  in  electronic  media 
throughout  the  United  States. 


Mime,  Storytelling,  Begin- 

mng  a  Drama  JH  .  J 

V1imstr\  of 

Dime  ting  Ministrv  and  *\ 

and  Magic. 

Church  researchers  ^ 

us  that  more  ■ 

churches  wish  to  ,  H, Jf  A 

involve  their  church  cffl  vQ 

members  in  creative  wor-^^^^aM™ 

ship  and  creative  mission  activi-7^^^^0C 
ties.  The  Christian  Performing  Arts  Festi-^^^M 
val  provides  a  platform  for  creative  ministries. 

Next  year  the  event  will  be  held  March  5-^at  Alta 
Woods  Baptist  Church  in  Jackson.  Contact  Robin 
Nichols  for  detailed 
information. 


"PRODUCING  A  WORSHIP  SERVICE  W 

Helping  camera  people,  directors,  producers,  and  those  who  lead  the  worship 
service  to  look  at  every  aspect  of  producing  the  worship  service  from  scripting, 
working  as  a  team,  broadcast  sound  and  other  details. 


rLed  by  Ron  Harris  —  Program  director  of  KCBI  Radio  and  former 
Minister  of  Media  for  Travis  Avenue  BC,  Ft.  Worth,  Tex. 

“CREATIVE  TV  PRODUCTION -BEYOND  THE  SANCTUARY  IP 

Shooting  the  one-camera  production  Including  preproduction  planning,  location 
shooting,  lighting,  audio,  postproduction,  editing  in  the  camera,  and  more. 

Led  by  Bemle  Hargis  —  Television  producer  for  the  Radio  and  TV 
Commission,  SBC  and  the  ACTS  Network,  Ft.  Worth,  Tex. 

Cost  Is  $25  per  person  which  includes  all  conference  materials  and  meals.  For  churches 
bringing  five  or  more  persons,  cost  is  $20  per  person.  Limited  seating  available,  send 
registration  fee  early.  Advanced  registration  must  be  made.  Registration  deadline  May  6, 
1992.  Cancellation  policy:  Full  refund  prior  to  May  1,  1992.  No  refund  after  that  date. 


Sponsored  by: 

BROADCAST  SERVICES  DEPARTMENT 
Farrell  Blankenship,  Director 
Judy  Shelton,  Secretary 

MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION  BOARD 
Dr.  Bill  Causey,  Executive  Director-Treasurer 


'Helping  to  Bring  Mississippi  and  the  World  to  Jesus 


Petersburg  on  April  10,  and  the  first  volunteers  were 
expected  to  arrive  April  1 2.  This  project  is  being  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Brotherhood  Commission,  in  cooperation 
with  the  state  Brotherhood  organizations  and  other 
Baptist  denominations. 

•  Pray  for  Merwyn  and  Linda  Borders  of  the  Green 
Mountain  Association  of  Vermont.  They  work  with  23 
churches  and  these  churches  are  growing  faster  than 
pastors  can  be  found  for  them. 

•  Pray  for  Lee  Martin,  director  of  church  and  commu¬ 
nity  ministries  for  Kaw  Valley  Baptist  Association, 
Topeka,  Kans.  fray  for  a  van  or  small  truck  for  the 
association.  It  will  be  used  to  minister  to  low-income 
areas,  race  track  ministries,  resort  work,  disaster  relief 
and  a  variety  of  other  ministries.  - 

•  Pray  for  Larry  Miquez,  who  works  in  church  and 

community  missions  in  New  Orleans,  La.  His  commu¬ 
nity  center  is  in  the  Irish  Channel  area  of  downtown 
New  Orleans.  _ _ _ 


ally  and  unload  their  cargoes  onto  10,000  trucks.  It  is 
estimated  that  more  than  20,000  seamen,  truckers  and 
port-related  personnel  will  come  in  contact  with  the 
gospel  every  year  because  of  the  witness  of  the  Center. 

•  Pray  for  a  project  that  is  being  undertaken  by  Chris¬ 
tian  people  in  Philadelphia,  Miss.,  to  aid  people  in  7 
Romania,  especially  an  orphanage  in  the  town  of  Jugoj. 
One  of  the  problems  they  face  is  the  cost  of  shipping 
goods  overseas. 

•  Pray  for  the  Mississippi  River  ministry  that  is  in  the 
planning  stages.  Nearly  a  million  Southern  Baptists  live 
in  the  1 27  counties  in  seven  state  conventions  along 
the  river.  "The  floor  is  open"  for  the  proposal  of  possi¬ 
ble  ministries,  in  advance  of  the  convocation  of  this 
ministry,  Aug.  7-8,1992. 


MISSISSIPPI  PRAYERGRAM 


•  Pray  for  a  project  of  the  Woman's  Department  of  the 
BWA,  in  Russia.  Mrs.  Catherine  Allen,  president  of  the 
Woman's  Dept,  of  the  BWA  and  Dr.  Dorothy  Sample, 
president  of  the  North  American  Union,  went  to  Russia 
in  March  to  help  set  up  an  office  for  women's  work  in 
Russia. 

•  Pray  that  the  goal  of  1 1 6  missionaries  for  the  coun¬ 
tries  of  the  former  Soviet  Union  will  be  reached  this 
year.  Pray  that  the  great  need  in  their  countries  will  not 
cause  us  to  forget  the  tremendous  needs  for  personnel 
in  China. 

•  Pray  for  volunteers  from  more  than  a  dozen  states, 
who  will  cooperate  in  PROJECT  BROTHERHOOD,  to 
coordinate  shipment  and  distribution  of  food  and 
medicine  lo  the  CIS  (Commonwealth  of  Independent 
States  of  the  former  Soviet  Union)  Denny  and  Jerry 
Quinn,  who  were  joined  by  Russell  Griffin  on  March  K 
24,  serve  as  on-site  coordinators  in  Moscow  until  June 
30.  Thirty-five  containers  were  expected  to  arrive  in  St. 


•  Pray  for  the  Seaman's  Center,  located  in  the  heart  of 
the  port  of  Gulfport.  There  227  large  ships  dock  annu¬ 
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Camping  at  Central  Hills 


June  1 9-20  June  26-27  July  1 7-1 8 


Registration  forms  are  available  from: 

1.  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  (601)289-9730 
P.  O.  Box  723 

{y  Kosciusko,  MS  39090-0723 


2.  Your  church  office 


3.  Your  association  office 


4.  Brotherhood  Department  (601)968-3800 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

PO.  Box  530,  _ _ 

Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  , 


RESIDENT  CAMP  SESSIONS  FOR 
R.  A.  &  H.S.B.Y.M. 


June  22-26 
June  29-July  3 


July  13-17 
July  20-24 
July  27-31 


LAD-DAD  WEEKEND  CAMP  SESSIONS 


Receipts 

Needs 


$2.5<X).(XX) 


$2,250,000 


$2,000,000 


$  1 ,750,(XX) 


$1,500,000 


$1,250,000 


COOPERATIVE  PROGRAM 

CURRENT  GIFTS  1992 


OCT 


NOV 


DEC 


$1,000,000 

$750,000 


TD  egistration  for  Central  Hills  Summer  Camp  1992  Ses- 
ii  sions  is  open  as  of  April  1,  1992.  Royal  Ambassabor 
Boys  and  High  School  Baptist  Young  Men  (grades  4-12)  may 
register  for  the  R.A./  H.S.B.Y.M.  Resident  Camp  sessions 
(Monday  -  Friday)  -  Maximum  of  170  per  session.  Boys 
(grades  1-3)  and  their  dads  may  register  for  the  Lad-Dad 
Weekend  Camp  sessions  (Friday  -  Saturday)  -  Maximum  of 
100  per  session.  Active  participation  in  an  R.A.  or  H.S. 
B.Y.M.  unit  is  not  required  for  a  fellow  to  register  for  a  camp 
session.  Each  camper  (boy,  lad  &  dad)  must  complete  an 
individual  registration  form. 


New  registration  forms  have  been  printed  for  the  1992 
camp  sessions.  Each  camper  (lad  and  dad)  will  com¬ 
plete  a  separate  individual  form.  Included  in  the  form  is  all 
the  information  parents  need  from  Central  Hills.  Parents  will 
provide  all  the  information  Central  Hills  needs  for  the 
camper.  The  form  requests  registration  information,  health 
information  and  personal  information.  Each  parent/camper 
will  receive  a  confirmation  receipt  from  Central  Hills. 


Each  camper  will  need  to  list  his  choice  of  “bunk  mafe”  on 
the  registration  form. 


The  Camp  Fee  ($86.00  per  person  payable  with  registration 
form)  includes  all  the  necessary  fees  for  the  Resident  Camp 
session.  It  provides  lodging,  “first  call”  insurance,  snacks, 
and  crafts  (1  or  2  projects).  A  camper  may  bring  additional 
money  for  more  craft  projects.  Souvenirs  and  additional 
snacks  may  be  purchased  on  Friday  after  lunch.  This  proce¬ 
dure  will  provide  full  information  for  our  staff  on  each 
camper.  It  will  simplify  the  bookkeeping  procedures  and 
speed  the  registration  process  each  Monday  morning. 


The  Camp  Fee  ($22.00  per  person  payable  with  registration 
form)  for  Lad-Dad  Weekend  Camp  sessions  provides  for 
lodging  and  meals  and  “first  call”  insurance.  Dads  will  need 
to  be  prepared  with  money  for  the  Snack/Souvenir  Shop. 


The  early  weeks  of  the  summer  provide  the  advantage  of 
good  climate  and  the  fresh  enthusiasm  of  the  staffers. 
Churches  can  work  together  by  car/van/bus  pooling  to  pro¬ 
vide  transportation  for  the  campers.  Associations  can  help 
by  promoting  attendance  for  a  given  week  where  transporta¬ 
tion  can  be  planned  for  several  churches. 


Several  Volunteer  Counselors  are  needed  for  each 
R.A./H.S.B.Y.M.  Resident  Camp  session.  A  volunteer  can 
enlist  a  group  of  boys  from  his  church  or  community  and 
help  with  transportation  for  that  group.  (Preferably  the  vol¬ 
unteer  would  work  with  a  group  of  boys  other  than  his  own.) 


•  .  j 


routh  Growth - 
i  Workshop  Is 
led  to  lead  Adult 
unday  School 

tvedand  trained 


This  is  a  church  event. 
We  urge  you  to  begin 
making  plans  and 
preparations  for  the  work 
shop.  We  can’t  tell  you  how 


these  possibilities,  moves 
into  practical  outreach  train¬ 
ing,  and  finally  into  ways  of 
reaching  people.  Key  leaders 
of  die  church -the  pastor, 
Sunday  School  director,  staff 
members-should  be  made  '. 
aware  of  these  meetings. 

The  workshop  will  be 
designed  to  have  the  adult 
and  youth  workers  together. 


for  this  workshop.  Here  you 
will  discover  sound,  funda¬ 
mental  principles  on 
growing  your  Sunday  School. 


ADULT/YOUTH  WORKSHOPS 
April  27-30,  1992 

April  27,  First  Baptist  Church,  Greenville, 

6:30  -  9:00  p.m. 

April  27,  First  Baptist  Church,  Horn  Lake, 

6:30  -  9:00  p.m. 

April  28,  Briarwood  Drive  Baptist  Church,  Jackson, 

6:30  -  9:00  p.m. 

April  28,  East  Corinth  Baptist  Church,  Corinth, 
6:30  -  9:00  p.m. 


April  29,  First  Baptist  Church,  McComb, 

9:30  a.m.  -  Noon 

April  29,  First  Baptist  Church,  Columbus, 

9:30  a.m.  -  Noon 

April  30,  First  Baptist  Church,  Wiggins, 

6:30  -  9:00  p.m. 

April  30,  38th  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg, 

6:30  -  9:00  p.m. 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 

Prater  Conference 


youth - 

April  24-25, 
Mississippi  Cc 

Featuring:  Hal  Kitchens 

Harvey  Ellis 

You'll  learn: 

•  How  to  plan  a  summer  youth 
'  •  How  to  work  with  people 
•  How  to  involve  parents 
•  How  to  give  "First  Aid*  C< 
•  How  to  balance  fun  and 


Cost  $25.00  Mail  reservation  to: 

Summer  Youth  Leader's  Clinic 

Mississippi  College 
Box4185 

Clinton,  MS  39058 


By  participating  in  the  GREAT  COMMISSION 
BreakThrough  Project,  a  church  will  be  assigned  a 
trained  consultant  for  a  period  of  six  to  nine 
months.  A  GREAT  COMMISSION  BreakThrough 
\  church  will  only  have  to  provide  expenses  for 
meals  and  lodging  (if  needed)  for  the  consultant. 
All  other  travel  expenses  will  be  provided  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Sunday  School  Department  and 
the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board. 


PROGRAM  PERSONNEL: 

Juanita  Allison,  Director  of  Prayer  Ministry,  Immanuel  Baptist  Church,  Shawnee,  Okla. 

Bill  Causey,  Executive  Director-Treasurer,  MBCB 

Roy  Edgemon,  Director,  Discipleship  Training  Department,  BSSB 

Paul  Harrell,  Director  of  Brotherhood  Department  and  Chairman  of  Bold  Mission  Prayer  Thrust  Committee,  MBCB 

Marion  Ivy,  Director  of  Prayer  Ministry,  First  Baptist  Church,  Grenada 

Allice  May  Miller,  Director  of  Prayer  Ministry,  First  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg 

Ron  and  Pat  Owens,  Christian  ministry  music  team,  Atlanta 

Pat  Turner,  Director  of  Prayer  Ministry,  Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church,  Clinton 

Charles  and  Indy  Whitten,  Bold  Mission  Prayer  Thrust  Coordinators,  MBCB 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION,  CALL:  Julius  C.  Thompson,  Director,  Church  Administration- Pastoral  Ministries  Depart¬ 
ment,  MBCB,  968-3800  extension  3908 


. .  .to  a  time  of  commitment  to  intercessory 
prayer  and  a  time  to  obtain  ajLd  in  developing 
your  church’s  ongoing  prayer  ministry. 


AGENDA 


RON  AND  PAT 
OWENS 


To  find  out  more  on  how  to  become  a  GREAT 
COMMISSION  BreakThrough  church,  call  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Sunday  School  Department  (968- 
3800)  or  write:  Randy  Tompkins  •  P.  O.  Box  530  • 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 

(Gulf  Coast  churches  can  participate  in  the  GREAT  COM¬ 
MISSION  BreakThrough  Project  through  the  Good  News 
for  the  Guff  Coast  Event.) 


Calling  all 
Concerned 
Leaders. . . 


The  GREAT  COMMISSION  BreakThrough  Project  is 
an  opportunity  for  churches  to  experience  Break- 
Through  in  attendance,  prayer,  Bible  study,  disci¬ 
pleship,  and  many  other  ministry  areas. 


Morning  Session 

8:45  Registration 

9:15  A  Call  to  Prayer . Charles  and  Indy  Whitten 

9:25  Worship  Time . . . Ron  and  Pat  Owens 

9:40  Into  the  Holiness  of  God . „ . Bill  Causey 

10: 10  A  Prayer  Ministry  that  Works . Juanita  Allison 

10:35  Music . Ron  and  Pat  Owens 

1 0:45  “Going  a  Stone’s  Throw  Farther” . Roy  Edgemon 

11:15  Let  Us  Pray . Paul  Harrell 

1 1 :45  Adjourn  for  Lunch 


Afternoon  Session 

1 :30  Simultaneous  Conferences  (with  group  prayer  time) 

A.  Mobilizing  for  a  Workable  Prayer  Ministry . Juanita  Allison 

B.  Mobilizing  for  a  Workable  Prayer  Ministry . .Albce  Miller 

C.  Mobilizing  for  a  Workable  Prayer  Ministry . Marion  Ivy 

D.  Mobilizing  for  a  Workable  Prayer  Ministry . Pat  Timer 

2:30  Reassemble  in  the  Auditorium 

Praying  for  Spiritual  Awakening . Ron  and  Pat  Owens 

2:45  “The  Results  of  Living  in  a  Spirit  of  Prayer” . Roy  Edgemon 

3:15  Adjourn 


BROADMOOR 
BAPTIST  CHURCH 
Jackson,  MS 


May  19, 1992 


ROY  EDGEMON 


JUANITA  ALLISON 


BILL  CAUSEY 
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Letters  to  the  editor 


Masonry  S  ties  to  states  is  sin.  Leviticus  1 8:22,  this  year,  1842-1992.  We  began  disrespect  for  those  not  in  his  {Resident  of  its  larj 

i ...  •  20:13;  Judges  19;  and  Romans  celebrating  Sunday,  Mar.  8,  with  a  camp  (“those  half  infidels”),  and 

iVLor monism  1:26-27  are  just  a  few  scriptures  time  of  refreshments  and  fellow-  the  coordinating  council  of  the 

Editor:  where  homosexuality  is  con-  ship  before  Sunday  School.  We  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship 

It  is  ironic  that  Mormonism  demned.  dressed  in  old-fashioned  clothes  indicated  its  desire  to  take  over  the 

which  is  rejected  by  Baptists  (and  Neither  does  this  stand  have  any-  and  a  couple  rode  to  church  on  support  of  missionaries  who  leave 

rightly  so)  borrowed  from  Freema-  thing  to  do  with  soul  liberty  or  horses.  the  Foreign  Mission  Board.  Who 

sonry,  which  is  not  Joseph  Smith,  church  autonomy  in  reference  to  Each  second  Sunday  through  is  speaking  for  Baptist  unity?  Who 
founder  of  Mormonism  was  him-  this  church  being  allowed  to  be  Aug.  9,  we  will  be  dressing  in  old-  believes  in  Southern  Baptists? 
self  a  Mason.  called  a  Southern  Baptist  church,  fashioned  clothes,  and  a  skit  will  I  consider  myself  to  be  more 

>  The  July  1990  issue  of  Salt  If  this  church  does  not  repent  of  be  presented  depicting  some  event  conservative  than  Criswell  —  lam 
Lake  City  Messenger,  published  this  horrible  sin,  the  only  answer  indie  history  of  the  church.  certainly  not  “moderate.”  But 

by  former  Mormons  Jerald  and  to  preserve  the  testimony  of  our  Aug.  7-9  will  climax  this  cele-  while  it  is  one  thing  to  wave  the 
Sandra  Tanner,  quotes  Mormon  Convention  is  to  remove  this  bration.  The  events  for  these  dates  Bible  in  the  air  and  say  you  are 
historian  Dr.  Reid  Durham:  “I  am  church  from  the  Convention.  If  are:  Aug.  7,  7  p.m.,  former  pas-  defending  it,  it  is  another  dung  to 
convinced  that  in  the  study  of  this  church  is  allowed  to  stay  in  tors’  reception;  Aug.  8, 7  pm.,  for-  receive  the  Scriptures  into  your 
Masonry  lies  a  pivotal  key  to  fin-  our  Convention,  those  who  are  mer  ministers  of  music  recognized,  life  and  try  to  live  by  them.  Let 
ther  understanding  Joseph  Smith  homosexuals  could  be  elected  as  and  hamburger  supper;  Aug.  9,  Criswell  studylus  Bible:  “The 
and  the  church  (of  Latter-Day  messengers  to  vote  on  issues  that  morning  worship,  11  a.m.,  mes-  Lord  hates  everyone  who  is  arro- 
Saints).  I  believe  that  there  are  few  would  affect  the  church  that  I  pas-  sage  from  former  pastor  L.  R.  gant”  (Prov.  16:5a,  TEV).  “Judge 
significant  developments  in  the  tor.  God  forbid!  Mageis,  and  pot-luck  lunch.  not  that  ye  be  judged.  For  with 

church  that  occurred  after  March  I  am  a  devoted  Southern  Baptist  All  former  members,  former  pas-  what  judgment  ye  judge,  ye  shall 
15, 1842  (date  Smith  became  third  I  was  saved  and  called  to  preach  in  tors,  and  music  directors  are  urged  be  judged”  (Matt.  7: 1-2).  The  devil 
degree  Mason)  which  did  not  have  a  Southern  Baptist  church  and  edu-  to  join  with  us  in  August  for  this  is  the  accuser  of  God’s  people, 
some  Masonic  interdependence.”  cated  in  Southern  Baptist  schools,  celebration.  Even  as  good  a  man  as  Simon 

The  Mormon  ceremony  “the  However,  in  all  good  conscience  I  George  Johnston,  pastor  Peter  discovered  that  the  devil 

endowment”  was  described  as  could  not  pastor  a  church  in  a  Nettleton  makes  use  of  careless  talkers 

being  so  similar  to  Masonry  that  denomination  that  allowed  such  (Matt.  16:23).  Any  one  of  us,  in 

one  writer  described  it  as  Celestial  sin  to  be  openly  flaunted.  This  "Peddle  poison  the  weakness  of  advanced  age. 

Masonry.  would  force  me  to  leave  my  .  _  *  „  might  say  things  that  later  we 

The  same  publication  reports  beloved  Convention.  elsewhere  could  eternally  regret.  The  state 

that  Dr.  Walter  Martin  of  Christian  Craig  Conner  Editor  Baptist  papers  neither  serve  the 

Research  Institute  concluded  after  Gulfport  Ordinarily,  it  two  months  speaker  nor  the  Baptist  people  in 

for  our  state  Baptist  papers  to  publishing  such  words  of  hate  and 
reach  us  in  Guatemala.  In  one  and  division. 

the  same  issue.  Parks  announced  }  *g««  Parks’  decision  and  the 
his  resignation  from  the  Foreign  if  reflects  and  pray  that  he 

Mission  Board,  Criswell  declared  be  as  supportive  of  Southern 

his  lack  of  confidence  in  Southern  Baptists’  Cooperative  Program 
Baptist  institutions  and  his  total  a^er  ^  resignation  as  he  was  as 


1918  —  The  Baptist  Bible 
Institute,  now  the  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  opened  its  doors.  Many 
Mississippians  were  prominent  in 
the  founding  of  the  seminary, 
including  P.  I.  Lipsey  and  John  T. 
Christian 


Jobs  at  any  cost? 

Editor. 

In  our  ongoing  battle  against 
dockside  gambling  in  Mississippi; 
one  major  issue  continues  to  sur¬ 
face.  That  issue  is  jobs.  “How  can 
you  be  against  jobs?”  they  ask. 

The  public  has  been  crying  out  for 

jobs  at  any  cost,  but  I  believe  there  Yalth  Church  plans 
are  some  mhs  which  are  not  worth  r 


Mon.,  April  27,  6:30-9:00  p.m. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Greenville 

Tues.,  April  28,  6:30  -  9:00  p.m. 

Briarwood  Drive  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

Wed.,  April  29,  9:30  - 12  noon 

First  Baptist  Church,  McComb 

Thurs.  April  30,  6:30  -  9:00  p.m. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Wiggins 


Mon.,  April  27,  6:30  -  9:00  p.m. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Horn  Lake 
Tues.,  April  28,  6:30  -  9.-00  p.m. 
East  Corinth  Baptist  Church,  Corinth 
Wed.;  April  29  -9:30- 12  noon 
First  Baptist  Church,  Columbus 
Thurs.,  April  30  -  6:30  -  9:00  p.m. 
38th  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg 


SITUATION  WANTED:  Native 
MISSISSIPPI  AN  with  8  years  ex¬ 
perience  in  law  enforcement/2 
years  private  security/2  years 
pastoral  experience,  seeks  employ¬ 
ment  in  Mississippi.  Have  wife/two 
children.  Will  relocate  to  any  part 
of  Mississippi.  Resume’  sent  upon 
request;  interview  arranged  at 
your  convenience.  Contact:  B.  E. 
Smith,  HC  09  Box  208,  Atmore.  AL 
38502  or  call  205-577-M27. 


Designed  to  train  pastors,  workers  and  members  in  Sunday 
School  to  start  new  units  in  order  to  reach  the  lost  and 
unchurched  people  m  their  community. 


'teuUUL 


Staff 

changes 


Mississippi 
native  John  A. 
Farmer  dies 

Former  Mississippian  John 
Alexander  Fanner,  85,  died  in 
Columbia,  S.C.  April  4.  Fanner 
was  a  pioneer  Brotherhood  leader 
and  served  as  director  of  the 
Brotherhood  Department  in  the 
South  Carolina  Convention  for  26 
years. 

Bom  in  Forest,  Farmer  attended 
Millsaps  College,  Jackson,  and 


I  nary  in  Memphis,  Jason  and  Daniel  Guthrie  of 
V  Middle  Tennessee  Jackson  are  frequent  violinists  at 
\  mL  State  University,  First  Church,  Jackson,  and  other 
Murfreesboro.  Mississippi  churches.  Jason,  19, 
Hays  and  Volunteer  left,  graduated  from  Mississippi 
State  Community  College  last  August.  His  plans  are 
to  pursue  medical  school.  Daniel, 
16,  will  graduate  in  May  from 
Wallace  Pannel  will  letire  April  Byram  High  School.  They  have 
26  from  the  pastorate  of  Calvary  played  professionally  across  the 
Church,  Booneville.  A  fellowship  nation.  The  Guthries  will  perform  in 
win  be  held  in  his  honor,  with  luncn  “Naturally  Spectacular,”  spring 
served,  and  afternoon  services  at  concert  of  the  MC  Naturals.  Jerry 
130.  Pannell  has  been  preaching  for  Clower  will  also  make  a.  guest 
43  years,  and  pastured  churches  in  appearance.  All  proceeds  will  fund 
Union,  Pontotoc,  Tippah,  and  Pren-  the  Jerry  Clower  Scholarship  fund 
tiss  Counties.  He  will-  be  available  at  MC.  The  concert  time  is  at  8  p.m. 
for  supply  or  interim  pastor  and  can  April  23,  in  Swor  Auditorium  at  MC. 
be  contacted  at  Rt  3,  Box  247,  Bald-  For  ticket  information,  call  925- 
wyn,  MS 38824  or  call  365-3604.  3248. 


HH  d/t  4  graduated  from  State  Teachers 

RM'  %  1  College  (now  the  University  of 

WB  A  jHHHHk  flB  Southern  Mississippi)  in  Hatties- 

UPv  HI  PHPApHAft.  JA  A|  burg.  He  served  as  principal  of 

ii  Baptist  Medical  Center  has  proclaimed  April  Amory  Elementary  School  in  - 

.  .  -  ■  •  •  ••  Amory.  His  first  denominational  QAege,  Gallatin,  Tena 

service  was  as  associate  Sunday 
School  director  for  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  a  post 
hehekl  for  six  years. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 

Kathryn,  and  two  daughters,  all 
living  in  South  Carolina. 

Newton  County 
passes  resolution 
regarding  Clarke 

The  Newton  County  Baptist 
Association  executive  committee 
recently  passed  a  resolution  con¬ 
cerning  Clarke  College,  citing  a 
need  for  a  Baptist  college  in  the 
geographic  area  still  exists,  and 
requesting  that  “the  Clarke  Col¬ 
lege  properties  and  assets  be 
turned  over  to  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention,”  according  to 
Ron  Gilstrap,  moderator  of  the 
committee. 


29  as  “Student  Day”  to  show  special  recognition  to  the  students  in  its 
schools  of  medical  technology  and  radiology.  Executive  director  Kent 
Strum  says  MBMC  is  proud  of  its  students’  academic  accomplishments, 
hard  work,  and  commitment  to  the  healthcare  field.  Pictured  with  Strum 
are  Natalie  Kinzey,  left,  radiography  student,  and  John  Teal,  medical  tech¬ 
nology  student. 


Presbyterian  Church. 

The  choir  of  Castlewoods 
Church,  Brandon,  will  present 
the  musical  “The  Father  Hath  Pro¬ 
vided,”  April  19  at  6  p.m.  Tim 
Daniels  is  pastor. 

Country  Woods  Church,  Jack- 
son,  will  present  “In  The  Gar¬ 
dens,”  April  19,  at  6  p.m. 


15  PASSENGER  CHURCH  VANS 

We  have  the  largest  selection  of  15  passenger 
church  vans  in  Mississippi  -  new  and  used. 
DUB  HERRING  FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY 
DUB  HERRING  CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH-DODGE 
We  rent  vans  by  the  day,  week  or  month. 


Ask  for  DONNIE  COUNTS-Fleet  Manager,  or  write  to 
600  Hwy.  11  South,  Picayune,  MS  39466 


Simpson  Association  Bible  RCVIVdl  ddtCS 
Conference  will  be  held  on  April 

27  at  D’Lo  Church  and  on  April 

28  at  Eastside  Church.  Both  ser¬ 
vices  will  be  held  at  7  p.m.  Glen 
Schilling  is  director  of  missions. 

Calvary  Church,  Meridian, 
will  present  Perfect  Heart  in  con¬ 
cert  m  memory  of  Frank  Birdsong 
Jr.,  April  30,  at  7  p.m.  H.  M  Smith 
is  pastor.  Cloverdak,  Natchez:  April  20- 

26;  7  p.m.  nightly;  Milton  I  >rayer, 
Mt  Vernon  Church  will  hold  a  First  Church,  Oak  Grove,  La., 
dedication  service  for  its  new  evangelist;  nursery  provided; 
church  building,  April  26.  The  old  Weyland  Gauntt,  pastor, 
building  and  fellowship  hall  were 

destroyed  by  fire  May  21,  1991.  Crestview,  Petal:  April  19-24; 
Mt.  Vernon  wished  to  express  its  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.- 
gratitude  to  the  Christians  of  Web-  Ttaurs.,  1030  a.m.  and  7:30  pjn.; 
ster  County,  whose  donations  and  Sam  Jones,  Destrahan,  La.,  evan- 
kindness  “strengthened  and  gelist;  nursery  provided;  Raymond 
blessed”  the  church,  according  to  Parkin,  pastor. 

Sonny  Redwine,  pastor. 


See  The  Great  Passion  Play. 

Eureka  Inn  has  just  the  Package  Plan  for  your  Group  to  help 
you  enjoy  “the  greatest  story  ever  told.”  Per  Person  Prices  are 
as  low  as  $42*.  Package  includes  Lodging,  Buffet  Breakfast, 
Buffet  Dinner  and  Reserved  Seats  to  Hie  Great  Passion  Play. 

Call  Group  Reservations  today  for  your 
pfcv  FREE  GROUP  BROCHURE: 

1-800-221-3344 
(501)  253-9651  in  Arkansas 


Macedonia,  Northwest  Associ¬ 
ation:  April  23-26;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  nightly,  7:30 
p.m.;  Jim  Rice,  Alton,  Ill.,  evange¬ 
list;  Ken  and  Sandra  McNutt,  Han¬ 
nibal,  Mo.,  music;  Richard 
O’Bryan,  pastor. 


The  Northwest  Rankin  Minis¬ 
ters'  Association  has  planned  two 
community  Easter  celebrations. 
The  first  will  be  a  Good  Friday 
service  held  at  Castlewoods 
Church,  Brandon,  on  April  17, 
12:10-12:50  p.m.  Barry  Cotter, 
pastor  at  St.  Peter’s-by-tbe-Lake 
Episcopal  Church,  will  speak. 
Also,  Easter  Sunrise  service  will 
be  held  in  the  parking  lot  across 
from  Rapids  on  the  Reservoir, 
6:30  a.m.  Larry  McDonald,  pastor 
of  Castlewoods,  will  speak.  An 
offering  will  be  taken  for  the  work 
of  the  ministers’  association  at  the 
sunrise  service.  In  case  of  rain,  the 
service  will  be  held  at  Lakeside 
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and  Branson. 
Call  today. 


ALABAMA  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

AND 

ALABAMA  BIBLE  COLLEGE 


SBC  Convention  Transportation 
SHUTTLE  BUS  Houls/Hoosier  Dome 
ROUNDTRIP  TRANSFEXS.Airpon/hout . 
WHITE:  SBC  Startle 

501  Wert  Golf  Road 
D«  Planet.  IL  <0011 
OR  CALL;  1-800*72-8951 


mA  school  going  to  those  who  cannot  go  to  schooT 

♦  Four  External  Degree  Programs 
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Van  Winkle  glass.  carpet, 

van  Winnie  steeples  lighting. 
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theater  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton.  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624  9627 


I*  Quality  Education  -  Affordable  Price 
*  Your  Ministry  Is  Your  Classroom 
100  Abbott  Street  -  Linden,  AL  36748 
Phone  (205)  295-0030  Dr.  Glen  Saveli,  President 


Della  State  University's  BSU  Team,  “His  Majesty’s  Players”  used  pup¬ 
pets  to  deliver  the  Sunday  service  recently  at  Stron|  Hope  Church,  Copiah 
Association.  They  are,  from  left:  Leonard  Curtis,  Utica,  team  director; 
Joanna  Joyce,  Brookhaven,  sound  director;  Kurt  Kirton,  Terry;  Keli 
Massey,  Wesson;  Jeff  Brownlee,  New  Albany;  and  Missy  West,  Vicksburg. 
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COMMITTEE 

From  page  3 

Colleyville,  Texas;  Mike  Good¬ 
win;  Hoyt  Savage;  and  John 
Greene. 

Jackson  said  he  would  encourage 
the  committee  to  seek  input  from 
missionaries  and  Southern  Baptists 
in  general  as  they  develop  a  profile 
and  seek  a  candidate  for  a  succes¬ 
sor  to  Parks,  a  38-year  veteran  of 
foreign  missions  who  has  served 
as  president  since  1980. 

Asked  if  it  was  essential  to  fol¬ 
low  the  past  pattern  of  naming  a 
person  with  missionary  experience 
as  president,  Jackson  said  the 
trustees’  opinion  is  divided  on  that 
subject 

‘'About  half  the  board  feels  it’s 
mandatory  to  have  missionary 
experience,”  he  said.  “Another 
large  bloc  is  looking  for  the  man 
and  his  ability  to  lead  and  his  mis¬ 
sions  heart” 

Asked  if  the  committee  would 
have  a  candidate  by  Oct  30,  Jack- 
son  said  the  search  could  take  a 
year  if  the  committee  “does  its 
work  right.”  He  said  be  feels  the 
trustees  would  be  willing  for  Parks 
to  serve  until  a  successor  is  found, 
but  Parks  said  in  an  interview  later 
he  would  stay  no  longer  than  Oct 
30. 

Jackson  also  responded  that 
Parks,  who  has  expressed  strong 
philosophical  differences  with  the 
trustees,  will  retain  full  authority 
as  president  until  Oct  30  “as  far  as 
I’m  concerned.” 

The  question  of  Parks’  disagree¬ 
ments  with  trustees  resurfaced 
both  in  his  official  letter  of  retire¬ 
ment  and  as  a  result  of  a  motion 
from  the  floor  which  would  have 
asked  him  to  remain  in  his  position 
until  1993.  Last  August  Parks 
asked  to  remain  until  that  date  but 
changed  his  mind  in  a  spiritual 
retreat  March  19-20  with  trustees 
to  resolve  the  issue  of  his  tenure. 

Trustee  L.H.  McCollough,  from 
Bastrop,  La.,  moved  the  trustees 
vote  to  support  Parks  as  president 
and  commit  to  his  leadership 
through  1993. 

However,  during  discussion  of 
the  motion,  pointed  questions  were 
directed  to  Parks  about  views 
attributed  to  him  in  a  Baptist  Press 
story  on  an  address  he  made  to 
FMB  staff  after  his  return  from  the 
spiritual  retreat. 

Trustee  Bill  Blanchard,  from 
Soddy  Daisy,  Tenn.,  read  two 
paragraphs  of  the  article  which  he 
said  “caused  me  tremendous  con¬ 
cern.”  The  paragraphs  said: 


noted  concern 
about  a  trend  toward  considering 
individuals  qualified  for  denomi¬ 
national  and  missionary  service 
only  if  their  theology  and  politics 
are  ‘right’ 

—  “There  are  many  people 
whose  theology  would  be  very 
conservative,  even  more  conserva¬ 
tive  than  some  who  are  in  control, 
but  they  aren’t  acceptable  because 
they  haven’t  endorsed  the  political 
activity  within  the  denomination,” 
hesakL  . 

Blanchard  asked  Parks  if  the 
article  quoted  him  correctly  anil 
for  him  to  name  “just  one  person” 
who  has  been  ruled  out  for  politi¬ 
cal  reasons.  “I  don’t  know  of  any 
like  this,”  Blanchard  said. 

Parks  said  the  quotes  were  cor¬ 
rect,  but  then  Hancock  ruled  both 
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the  motion  by  McCollough  and  the 
discussion  out  of  order  because  he 
felt  it  was  inappropriate  in  a  public 
forum  and  because  trustees  have 
expressed  affirmation  of  Parks. 
Trustees  sustained  his  ruling  by  an 
overwhelming  majority. 

Parks  said  he  would  have  liked 
to  answer  the  question  but  would 
honor  the  decision  of  the  group. 
But  he  did  comment  ^before  pro¬ 
ceeding  with  his  presidential 
address:  “The  operative  word  there 


(in  the  quote)  was  ‘trend’  and  I 
think  it’s  true.” 

“I  disagree  with  Dr.  Parks,” 
Jackson  told  reporters  later.  “I 
don’t  see  the  trends  be  sees.”  He 
said  he  doesn’t  know  of  anyone 
rejected  for  missionary  service  and 
trustees  have  followed  staff  rec¬ 
ommendations. 

“We’re  not  going  to  bring  the 
creedal  approach,”  Jackson  sard.  “I 
hope  my  chairmanship  is  similar  to 
Bill  Hancock’s,  which  has  been 


fair  and  spiritual.  I  think  my  role 
(as  chairman)  is  to  be  very  objec¬ 
tive  and  fair-minded  and  have  the 
ability  to  foresee  future  problems.” 

Commenting  on  philosophical 
differences  with  trustees  Parks  has 
expressed,  Jackson  said:  “We  will 
never  find  anyone  who  is  in  full 
philosophical  agreement  with  all 
trustees.  You’ve  got  88  different 
opinions.  That  will  depend  on  the 
leader  and  how  he  can  serve.  I 
hope  his  resignation  is  not  because 
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of  philosophical  differences.  He 
said  it  was  because  God  bad  led 
him  to  do  so.” 

Parks  has  said  his  retirement 
came  as  a  result  of  God’s  leader¬ 
ship  at  the  spiritual  retreat  in  Dal- 
las-Fort  Worth  but  that  leadership 
came  in  the  context  of  differences 
in  the  Southern  Baptist  controver¬ 
sy  which  made  his  role  as  presi¬ 
dent  impractical. 

O’Brien  and  Martin  write  for 
FMB. 


We’d  like  to  offer 
a  few  letters  of  recommendation. 


T  he  Birthplace  at  Baptist  otters 
expectant  mothers  the  most  important 
letters  ot  recommendation 

ICU  tor  Mom.  A  full  adult  ICU 
Intensive!  are  Unit  is  located  close 
1".  The  Bn  thplace  in  case*  unexpected 
complications  arise  Ot  course  we 
hope  you  never  need  the  ICU  hut 
isn  t  it  nice  to  know  it  s  there? 

NICU  tor  Baby.  Just  a  heartbeat 
away  trom  The  Birthplace  is  the 
NIC  U  Neonatal  Intensive  Care 


Unit  should  your  baby  need  extra 
special  care 

Five  LDR s.  The  Birthplace  has 
five  private  LDRs  'Labor-Delivery 
Recover  v  rooms  so  you  can  go 
through  labor  have  vour  baby  and 
then  recover  afterwards  in  a  single 
comfortable  home  like  room. 

■  7Z.C  Tender  Loving  (  are  At 
most  hospitals,  nurses  care  tor 
mothers  or  babies  but  not  both.  Only 
The  Birthplace  otters  our  unique 


Mother  Baby  Care  where  one  nurse 
cares  tor  vou  mi;/  your  baby  during 
each  shift  ot  your  stay 

There  are  other  hospitals  that 
deliver  babies.  But  The  Birthplace  has 
delivered  more  babies  than  any  other 
private  hospital  in  the  area.  So  when 
you  re  ready  to  have  vour  baby 
compare  what  other  hospitals  have  to 
otter  Ask  your  triends  and  doctor. 
And  you  II  find  that  The  Birthplace 
comes  hiuhlv  recommended 


The  Birthplace  at  Baptist. 

—  MISSISSIPPI  BAP  1 1ST  MEDICAL  Cl  MIR 


Come  see  The  Birthplace  for  yourself  Just  call  our  Womens  Health  Information  Line  at  968-1406  to  arrange  your  private  complimentary  tour 


j  .trsno fv,r- 


Life  and  Work  Bible  Book  Uniform 

Proclaiming  the  triumph  Encountering  the  risen  Lord  Meaning  of  the  resurrection 


By  Lola  M.  Autry 
Matthew  27:57-28:20 


The  story  is  told  of  Cathy  Norman,  a  church  organist  who 
overslept  on  the  morning  of  die  Easter  sunrise  service.  The 
next  year  she  received  a  phone  call  at  5:45  a.m.  The  mes¬ 
sage  was,  “Christ  is  risen,  and  you’d  better  be,  too.”  That 
should  be  die  message  to  all  of  us.  Christ  is  risen  and  we 
need  to  be  about  the  business  of  committed  witnessing  of 
the  triumphant  risen  Christ  and  his  kingdom. 

Some  of  the  women  visit  Jesus’  grave  (v.  1).  It  was  near¬ 
ing  dawn  of  the  first  day  of  the  week  —  the  end  of  the  Sab¬ 
bath  after  the  crucifixion  of  Jesus.  Mary  Magdalene  and 
Mary,  the  mother  of  James  the  Less  and  of  Joses  and  Sa¬ 
lome,  came  to  the  tomb  where  Jesus’  body  was  laid.  On  the 
day  of  his  burial  the  two  women  bad  sat,  mourning,  against 
the  sepulchre  (Mark  16:1-2,  Matt.  27:61).  Now  that  the  Sab¬ 
bath  was  past,  they  had  come  to  anoint  his  body. 

An  angel  announces  Jesus’  resurrection  (w.  5-6).  They 
never  had  a  chance  to  accomplish  their  purpose.  Instead  of 
the  dead  body  of  Jesus,  they  found  an  angel.  Verse  3  says, 
“His  countenance  was  like  lightning,  and  his  raiment  white 
as  snow.”  He  spoke.  In  our  everyday  language  his  message 
was:  “Don’t  be  afraid.  I  know  you  are  looking  for  Jesus  who 
was  crucified.  He’s  not  here.  He  told  you  be  would  rise,  and 
be  has.  Come  inside  and  see  the  place  where  the  Lord  lay.” 

I  visited  the  Garden  Tomb  in  Jerusalem  recently.  Stooping 
to  enter  through  the  low,  narrow  opening  into  the  cave,  my 
eyes  were  riveted  to  the  hewn  couch  at  my  right  It  was  pro¬ 
tected  by  wrought  iron  grating,  but  that  was  not  the  focal 
point.  Even  though  I  knew  there  was  no  physical  body 
there,  I  was  almost  overwhelmed  by  that  empty  rock  slab 
because  the  message  was  so  overpowering:  “He  is  not  here. 
He  is  risen.” 

The  women  are  instructed  to  tell  the  disciples  (w.  7-8). 
The  angel  had  something  else  to  tell  the  women.  He  had 
something  important  for  them  to  do.  Throughout  God’s 
Word,  there  are  instructions  for  us  to  follow  —  important 
things  to  do  for  his  kingdom.  Not  the  least  of  these  are  the 
rnmmanrlmrntc  “go”  and  “telL”  The  angel  said,  “Go  quick¬ 
ly,  and  tell  his  disciples  that  he  is  risen  from  the  dead;  and, 
behold,  he  goeth  before  you  into  Galilee;  there  ye  shall  see 
him.”  The  angel  said  one  more  thing:  “Lo,  I  have  told  you." 
The  women  ran  to  tell  the  disciples  the  good  news  about 
Jesus.  How  jubilant  and  excited  are  we  about  telling  of  this 
triumphant  Jesus  and  his  kingdom? 

The  women  encounter  the  risen  Lord  (w.  9-10).  Notice 
—  as  they  went  to  tell  the  disciples,  Jesus  met  them.  They 
held  him  by  the  feet  and  worshiped  him.  What  a  powerful 
lesson  this  teaches.  When  we  go  about  doing  what  we 
should  in  Jesus’  name,  he  is  with  us.  We  cannot  physically 
hold  onto  him,  but  spiritually  we  can.  He  told  the  women 
not  to  be  afraid.  He  sends  the  same  message  to  each  of  us 
who  follow  him. 

Jesus  commissions  his  disciples  (w.  16, 18, 20).  A  great 
preacher  once  said,  “The  real  meaning  of  the  resurrection  is, 
‘The  death  of  Death  in  the  death  of  Christ.’”  Because  of  his 
death,  burial,  and  resurrection,  the  death  of  sin  was  sure. 

The  empty  tomb  has  a  message,  from  die  standpoint  of  sci¬ 
ence,  it  says,  “Explain  this,  if  you  can.”  To  history,  it  chal¬ 
lenges,  “Repeat  this,  if  you  can.”  To  time,  it  dares,  “Make 
the  empty  tomb  go  away,  if  you  can.”  To  all  comes  the  call, 
“Believe.  Only  believe.” 

Jesus  met  the  eleven  disciples  at  an  appointed  place. 

There  he  spoke  of  his  all-encompassing  power.  Then  he 
commissioned  them:  “Go,  teach,  baptize.”  Go  where?  Ev¬ 
erywhere.  Teach  whom?  Everyone.  Teach  what?  To  ob¬ 
serve  all  die  things  be  had  commanded  them.  Then  came  a 
promise:  “And,  lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end 
of  the  world.  Amen.” 

We  who  know  Jesus  as  our  Lord  and  Savior  are  also  com¬ 
missioned  even  as  the  disciples  were,  “Go  and  tell.”  Com¬ 
te  mitment  to  him  is  the  catalyst  to  obedience.  The  angel  told 
the  women,  “Lo,  I  have  told  you.”  We  have  been  told  alsct 

Autry  lives  in  Hickory  Flat,  and  is  a  member  of  Pine 
Grove  Church. 


By  Charles  Nestor 
John  20:1-2, 11-20 


This  week  we  celebrate  die  central  event  of  Christian  faith. 
The  resurrection  gives  significance  and  meaning  to  all  other 
events.  If  Jesus  had  remained  in  the  tomb,  die  plan  of  salvation 
would  not  have  been  completed.  Christianity  is  die  only  faith 
that  can  claim  a  living  God.  Christ  was  the  perfect  sacrifice  for 
our  sins,  but  he  was  also  the  first  fruits  of  the  resurrection. 
Therefore,  every  Christian  has  the  assurance  of  everlasting  life. 

We  realize  that  promise  as  we  encounter  the  risen  Christ 
The  first  Easter  was  a  dramatic  time  for  Mary  Magdalene  and 
the  disciples.  Jesus  had  told  them  he  would  rise  from  the  dead, 
but  they  really  did  not  comprehend  those  words.  However,  the 
picture  began  to  come  into  focus  when  they  discovered  the 
empty  tomb.  The  picture  became  more  focused  when  he  en¬ 
tered  their  presence  and  conveyed  his  blessing  of  peace. 

L  Mary  Magdalene  discovers  the  empty  tomb  (20:1-2). 
Mary  was  first  to  arrive  at  the  tomb.  There  was  great  love  in 
her  heart  for  the  Lewd.  She  had  been  a  profound  sinner,  and 
Jesus  did  something  for  her  that  no  one  else  could  do.  Hie  for¬ 
gave  her  sins  and  cleansed  her  life.  Now  in  foe  early  morning 
hours  she  came  to  foe  tomb.  It  was  probably  around  3  am. 
When  she  arrived  she  discovered  the  stone  had  been  moved 
from  the  door.  She  knew  someone  had  been  there  and  pre¬ 
sumed  foe  body  of  Christ  to  be  gone.  Her  first  thought  was  to 
tell  Peter  and  John.  She  found  them,  and  they  came  to  foe 
tomb.  Mary  probably  concluded  that  either  foe  Romans  had  re¬ 
moved  the  body  or  it  was  foe  act  of  grave  robbers,  a  common 
practice  of  the  New  Testament  period.  It  never  occurred  to 
Mary  that  Jesus  had  risen  from  the  dead,  though  he  had  told 
this  to  his  disciples  several  times. 

2.  The  risen  Lord  appears  to  Mary  (20:11-18).  We  ob¬ 
serve  Mary  in  the  tomb  weeping  because  Christ  was  missing. 
The  angels  present  asked  her  why  she  was  crying.  Mary  re¬ 
sponded  that  it  was  “because  they  have  taken  my  Lord  away, 
and  I  don’t  know  where  they  have  laid  him.”  Then  she  mistook 
Jesus  for  foe  gardener.  However,  when  he  called  her  by  name 
she  joyfully  acknowledged  him  and  fell  at  his  feet.  Mary  at¬ 
tempted  to  cling  to  Jesus;  holding  to  foe  person  die  knew  be¬ 
fore  the  crucifixion.  Jesus  insisted  that  she  could  not  ding  to 
him.  In  the  resurrection  Jesus  broke  the  bonds  of  sin  and  death, 
foe  limitations  of  time  and  space,  and  foe  weaknesses  of  earth¬ 
ly  living.  The  power  of  Goa  formed  a  new  creation.  Jesus  re¬ 
turned  to  his  Father,  but  the  Holy  Spirit  will  be  present  to  pro¬ 
vide  foe  abiding  presence  of  the  Lord. 

At  this  time,  Mary  was  commanded  to  tell  the  disciples  what 
she  had  seen  and  heard.  Instead  of  allowing  her  to  ding  to  him, 
Jesus  sent  Mary  on  a  mission  to  tell  others  what  she  bad  expe¬ 
rienced.  In  like  manner,  we  are  sent  out  to  proclaim  that  the 
tomb  is  empty;  the  Savior  lives.  There  is  a  temptation  today  to 
spend  all  our  time  in  study,  in  meetings,  in  seminars,  in  wit¬ 
nessing  classes,  or  discipleship  courses.  These  are  all  good  but 
they  are  not  an  end  in  and  of  themselves.  Onoe  we  have  en¬ 
countered  the  resurrected  Christ,  we  must  deal  with  the  com¬ 
mand  to  go  and  tell  what  we  have  seen  and  heard. 

3.  The  risen  Lord  appears  to  others  (20:19-20).  It  was 
evening  time  on  the  resurrection  day,  and  Jesus  appeared  to  the 
disciples.  They  were  gathered  in  a  closed  room,  anxious  and 
scared.  They  were  sure  that  the  enemies  of  Christ  would  even¬ 
tually  seek  their  lives.  Jesus  had  told  them  to  expect  the  world 
to  hate  them.  Then  Jesus  appeared  and  stood  in  their  midst  His 
presence  was  the  assurance  that  he  would  be  with  them  forev¬ 
er.  His  greeting  to  them  was  words  of  peace :  “Peace  be  with 
you.”  The  gift  of  peace  is  the  fruit  of  salvation  Christ  secured 
on  the  cross.  He  showed  them  the  nail  prints  in  his  hands  and  - 
the  wound  in  his  side;  evidence  of  foe  victory  he  shared  with 
them  in  his  peace.  He  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions,  and 
by  his  stripes  we  are  healed.  We  are  to  take  this  great  message 
of  hope  to  a  lost  and  dying  world.  There  are  two  basic  truths  to 
proclaim:  Jesus  is  alive  and  Jesus  is  Lord.  The  implications  are 
that  we  must  choose  him,  we  must  serve  him,  and  we  must 
share  hifn.  He  is  the  only  way  to  foe  Fifoer,  and  our  mission  is 
to  communicate  that  to  the  world.  Our  testimony  should  paral¬ 
lel  that  of  Paul:  “I  have  been  crucified  with  Christ;  and  it  is  no 
longer  I  who  live,  but  Christ  lives  in  me;  and  the  life  which  I 
now  live  in  the  flefo  I  live  by  faith  in  foe  Son  of  God,  who 
loved  me,  and  delivered  himself  up  for  me”  (GaL  220, 
NASV). 

Nestor  Is  pastor,  First  Church,  Bruce. 


By  Bobby  Williamson 
Mark  15:42-16:8 


What  significance  does  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ 
hold  for  Christians?  That  may  seem  like  a  simple  ques¬ 
tion,  but  it  holds  a  profound  message  with  monumental 
consequences.  What  does  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ 
mean  to  you? 

L  Jesus’  burial  (15:42-47). 

In  verses  42-45  Joseph  of  Arimathaea  asked  Pilate  for 
Jesus’  body,  and  when  Pilate  knew  that  Jesus  was  dead, 
be  granted  Joseph’s  request  Here  was  a  man,  Jesus,  who 
had  just  been  crucified.  Most  of  those  that  had  associated 
with  him  had  conveniently  faded  into  the  background,-" 
and  many  denied  that  they  had  ever  known  him.  Here  we 
find  Joseph  of  Arimathaea  making  a  daring  request  for 
the  body  of  Jesus.  What  an  encouragement  for  each  of  us. 
Joseph  was  ministering  for  Christ.  Should  we  do  less? 

Who  was  this  man  Joseph?  Here  be  is  called  an  honor¬ 
able  counselor.  He  clearly  is  a  person  of  distinction  and 
character,  and  Christians  with  these  characteristics  will 
want  to  minister  for  Christ.  Joseph’s  burying  Jesus’  body 
should  motivate  us  to  seek  ways  to  express  our  love  for 
Jesus. 

n.  Hie  women’s  discovery  of  the  open  tomb  (16:1-5). 

When  the  Sabbath  was  past,  three  women  went  to  the 
tomb  and  found  that  it  was  open.  Once  again  we  are  re¬ 
minded  of  the  wonderful  ministry  of  women  throughout 
foe  ages.  God  has  called  the  men  of  our  churches  to  pas¬ 
tor,  and  to  serve  as  deacons,  but  this  in  no  way  belittles 
the  role  of  the  woman  in  our  churches.  I  am  convinced 
that  many  of  our  churches  today  would  have  ceased  to  be 
in  existence  except  for  the  minrstry  of  women. 

HI.  The  announcement  of  Jesus’  resurrection  (16:6). 

After  the  women  had  entered  the  tomb  and  seen  a 
young  man  there,  the  young  man  announced  that  Jesus 
had  been  raised  from  the  dead  and  would  meet  the  disci¬ 
ples  in  Galilee.  This  first  of  all  points  out  that  Jesus  was 
not, dead,  and  his  body  had  not  been  stolen.  One  of  God’s 
messengers,  an  angel,  had  confirmed  this  fact.  Hallelujah, 
Jesus  is  not  dead!  He’s  alive,  and  that  is  the  message  of 
Easter! 

TV.  The  charge  to  the  women  (16:7-8). 

Jesus  had  an  appointment  with  his  disciples,  and  the 
women  were  to  let  them  know  he  was  coming.  All  of  the 
meetings  between  Christ  and  his  disciples  were  of  his 
own  appointing.  Christ  does  not  forget  an  appointment. 
Why  were  foe  women  afraid?  Possibly  because  it  seemed 
too  good  to  be  true.  Our  fears  often  keep  us  from  serving 
Chrik  in  the  manner  in  which  we  should. 

There  are  many  significant  lessons  that  we  can  learn 
from  our  lesson  this  week.  One  of  the  most  important  is 
foe  announcement  that  Jesus  was  not  dead,  but  risen.  We 
take  for  granted  that  everyone  knows  this,  especially  in 
our  churches  and  in  our  communities.  If  everyone  knows 
that  he  is  alive,  then  why  aren’t  Christians  living  as 
though  the  living  Lord  is  alive  in  their  hearts?  If  Jesus 
truly  conquered  death,  that  we  might  conquer  death  and 
live  more  abundantly,  then  why  aren’t  we  living  in  such  a 
manner? 

And  ultimately,  why  are  we  not  feverishly  telling  a  lost 
and  dying  world  about  a  risen  Lord?  If  Jesus  had  stayed 
in  the  tomb,  we  would  have  no  message,  but  he  did  not! 
And  thus  we  have  the  greatest  message  to  share  with  this 
world.  Let  us  remember  this  week  that  Jesus  was  raised 
in  triumph  over  death  and  lives  today  to  lead  and  empow¬ 
er  his  people. 

Williamson  is  pastor,  Park  Place  Church,  Brandon. 
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Sponsored  by:  The  Baptist  Children ’s  Village 

Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church,  Clinton 
First  Baptist  Church,  Clinton 


Ensemble  16  - - 

First  Baptist  Church,  Clinton 


Time: 


7.00  A.  M.  Sunday,  April  19,  1992 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


Message 


Dr.  Ken  Alford 

Pastor,  Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church 


A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hope¬ 
fully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Location: 


The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
(In  front  of  Powell  Chapel) 

80S  Flag  Chapel  Drive 
**Bring  a  lawn  chair  or  blanket ** 


Music: 


Bill  and  Martha  Bacon 
First  Baptist  Church,  Clinton 


Dr.  Ben  J.  Moore 
Jodi  Hardy 
Mrs.  Jean  C.  Robison 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Bill  Weems 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Thomas  D. 
Hendrix 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  J.  Thompson 
Jr. 

Mr.  Joe  M.  Moore  • 

Mrs.  Edith  Aldridge 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Fred  Powers 
Mrs.  Blanch  Moore 
Mrs.  Margueritte  C.  Howell 
Ramly  Moore 
Mrs.  M.  L.  McWilliams 
Brother  of  Mrs.  J.  W.  Mosley 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Pool  Murray 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Bert  Mize 
Mrs.  Myrtle  Myers 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Roger 
Scarborough 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  J.  L.  Knight 
Mr.  Cecil  Henry  Myrick 
First  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Arnold  Neal 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Ralph  Carroll 
Mr.  C.  Braxton  Neal 
Mrs.  Alice  P.  Miley 


Mr.  Stanley  McPhatl 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  BID  C.  Wilson 
Joe  Lee  McWilliams 
Mrs.  M.  L.  McWilliams 
Mrs.  Kate  McWUKams 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Thomas  R.  Leslie 
Mrs.  Hilda  C.  Middleton 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Harris  Swayze 
Mrs.  Ruth  C.  Swindoll 
Mrs.  B.  F.  Tbwnsend 
Mr.  R.  M.  Miley 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jack  Bailey 
Dr.  Elise  M.  Curtis 
Mrs.  Lee  Miner 
Louisiana  Shorthorn 
Association 

Mrs.  Evelyn  A.  Mitchell 
Mr.  E.  W.  Fermenter 
Mrs.  Ethel  Wright  Mohamed 
Mrs.  Sidney  B.  Thornton 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  T.  Keeton  Jr. 
Mr.  Donald  G.  Mullins 


Lamar  Nettles 
Mrs.  Kenneth  C.  Allen 
Mr.  Albert  Newsome 
Mr  Bobby  Edmonson 
Mrs.  Jean  Nicholson 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Ernest  Eldridge 
Patrick  Crawford  Norman 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  ltd  P.  Allen 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Ovilee  Nunnery 
Ms.  Annie  M.  Nunnery 
Mr.  ltd  O’Brien 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Dutch  Farmer 
Byron  Oberschmidt 
Mrs.  Berry  R.  Givens 
Mrs.  Elsie  Owsley 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Owen  D.  Jones 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  F.  Peery  & 
Jana 
Mr.  Patton 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Dan  W 
Southerland  Jr. 

Mrs.  Jessie  R.  Pearce 
Mr.  h  Mrs.  Roy  L.  Webb 
George  Pennington 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Cortez  Byrd 


(To  be  continued) 


Feb.  1,  1992  - 
Feb.  29,  1992 


MEMORIALS 


This  word  floods  our  memory  with  happy  thoughts.  From 
earliest  childhood  the  word  Easter  evokes  memories  of  new 
clothes,  new  flowers,  and  an  elusive  bunny  that  left  colorful  eggs 
and  other  goodies.  For  many  of  us  who  were  blessed  to  have 
Christian  parents  Easter  afforded  them  an  excellent  opportunity 
to  tell  us  of  a  Savior  who  died  for  our  sins  and  then  rose  again 
on  that  Easter  Morning  to  give  us  the  assurance  of  life  eternal 
with  Him. 

|  wA  Some  still  feel  that  Easter  is  only  for  children  and  they  may  not 

_  gT  I  be  far  wrong,  for  Jesus  said,  "1  tell  you,  whoever  does  not  accept 

™  ^  ^  the  Kingdom  of  God  like  a  child  will  never  enter  it".  (Mark 

1  10:15) 

1  Easter  is  always  an  exciting  time  here  at  The  Village.  This  year 

that  is  especially  true  because  of  the  growing  number  of  younger 
children  who  have  come  to  us.  They  are  so  excited  about  Easter 
\  and  the  promises  of  Spring.  Pray  for  our  staff  and  workers  as 

'v/  they  use  this  time  to  share  "the  most  wonderful  story  ever  told". 

Today  begins  promotion  for  our  1992  Dress  A  Child  at  Easter  appeal.  Your  gifts  now 
will  assure  these  children  of  a  beautiful  spring  and  will  undergird  a  promise  for  a  sure  future. 

For  the  past  several  years  our  Easter  appeal  has  fallen  short  of  expected  goals.  Our  goal  for 
Easter  ’92  is  $85,000. 

Please  help  us  to  assure  our  children  of  a  bright  and  certain  tomorrow. 


The  BCV  is  your  family.  These  are  your  children.  Their  future  is  in  your  hands.  Please 
help  me  to  assure  our  children  -  your  children  that  they  are  loved  and  are  "special"  at  this  Easter 
season. 

Thank  you  for  standing  with  me  and  with  Mississippi’s  Largest  Family. 

I  am  humbly, 


RERxt 


RONNY  E.  ROBINSON 
Executive  Director 


By  Michael  Chute 

TOKYO  (BP)  —  It’S  crunch  time  for 


Morita  is  the  only  Christian  most  of 
his  colleagues  know 
And  he’s  not  just  a  ' 


Morita 


A  blue-suited,  designated  “shover”  HfiraL 
in  white  gloves  herds  Morita  and  other  BBHhk  ’ 

commuters  into  every  square  inch  of 
a  Tokyo-bound  train. 

Jostling  people  jockey  for  a  spot;  Ws&j^  Li^|BBBMtBEBE 
Morita  gets  pushed  to  the  back  of  the 

car  No  one,  including  Morita.  seems  Bffi 

to  mind.  pSP 

Before  sunrise  every  morning,  this  V 

Japanese  Baptist  businessman  sets 
out  by  bus  for  Yokohama  train  station, 

The  “express”  train  gets  him  HflBB9BBHBBHBHHB 
downtown  in  80  minutes.  A  brisk  six- 
block  jaunt  puts  him  through  the  front  H 

doors  of  Tbto  Ltd.’s  international  head-  V^BESBBBBBBSKSBBSSk 
quarters.  The  entire  trip  takes  two 

hours  At  6  p.m  he  does  it  all  over  I  #  «iwwsdfafeiJi 

again  ^B^^)MBBfiBB|BHBB| 

Morita,  customer  service  manager  ^B  ^BHHHHBEBBBB 
for  a  Ibto  subsidiary,  just  built  a  home  BBBj 

in  a  new  Yokohama  housing  develop-  ^Bt 

merit.  Market  value  for  the  'IT^BB 

1,000-square-foot  house:  $800,000.  ^X^^BPp 

Morita  pays  for  it  with  his  $100,000-a- 

year  salary.  Plans  call  for  extending  BBK\ 

the  subway  line  to  this  area  in  a  cou- 

pie  of  years.  But  Morita  s  commute  is  9B1  K 

not  considered  far  by  Japanese  stan-  h|  1 

dards.  A  typical  trip  is  three  hours  one  B 

Still,  Morita  leaves  before  dawn  and  Toshio  Morita  rides  “express”  train  to 
gets  home  after  dark. 

This  is  the  down  side  of  “Japan  Inc.”  More  than  300,000  people  already 
that  produces  a  curious  mix  of  live  in  the  growing  area. 

Japanese  self-satisfaction  and  “(Co-workei . 

frustration.  Citizens  give  their  coun-  house  is  built  the  way  it  is,  a  little  dif- 

try  mixed  reviews:  Its  world  success  ferent  from  the  average  Japanese  _ _ _ r _ o 

in  finance  and  technology  brings  home,”  says  Morita,  a  member  of  supply  house, 
pride,  but  exorbitant  housing  casts,  Kawasaki  Baptist  Church.  “We  don’t  — 

forced  social  conformity  and  a  living  have  a  sofa  in  our  living  room.  It\  not  mcv  wrvino  n,™* 

standard  that  allows  few  frills  cause  ‘With  Western  furniture  (taking  up  .  ,  001  eds-v  serv,n8  Christ 

sometimes  deadly  stress.  space),  many  people  could  not  attend  ,n  Japanese  corporate  life, 

A  top-level  executive,  Morita  is  the  meeting.  So  we  just  use  cushions  where  loyalty  to  the  company 
where  most  Japanese  would  like  to  be  on  the  floor  "  takes  priority.  For  Christians, 

Hes  made  it -he  is  among  the  top  The  52-year-old  Baptist  layman  the  “lovaltv”  issue  ran  nrn! 
30%  who  graduated  from  college  and  plans  to  go  into  full-time  Christian  j11M  t  . lssue  can  Pr°* 

entered  Toto’s  corporate  ranks  when  work  when  he  retires  at  the  auce  ®  mynad  of  stresses  and 


And  he’s  not  just  a  Christian  on  Sun¬ 
days.  He  has  carved  out  a  place  for 
Christian  faith  in  T\>to’s  high-tech, 
freewheeling  marketplace.  Some 
fellow  workers  have  accepted  Christ 
through  his  influence 

“Everyone  in  the  office  knows  I’m 
a  Christian  and  they  know  I  go  to 
church,”  he  says.  “When  new  people 
come  into  the  company  I  always  tell 
them  I’m  a  Christian,  but  usually 
they’ve  already  been  told.  If  I  do  the 
work,  my  being  a  Christian  is  no 
problem.” 

In  recent  years,  younger  Japanese 
have  been  growing  weary  of  the  socie¬ 
ty’s  notoriously  long  workdays.  Jobs 
often  keep  workers  out  four  nights  a 
week  entertaining  clients  and  co- 
workers.  Even  leisure  time  tradi¬ 
tionally  belongs  to  the  company:  Of¬ 
fices  regularly  choose  Sundays  for 


jB'V  .  employee  activities  after  a  six-day 

V  '  workweek. 

^  0  V/  But  overtaking 

business  could  help  Christianity  in  the 
marketplace.  Major  businesses  are 

B  \  beginning  to  close  on  weekends, 

^k  realizing  too  much  work  makes  duller, 

BBBHBBr  BBBBI  jBk  -Jm  less  productive  workers, 

ta  rides  “express"  train  to  work.  Company  activities  on  Sundays  are 

becoming  fewer.  For  instance,  corn- 

300, 000  people  already  school  the  Disciples  of  Christ  operated  invited  them  to  a  revival  meeting  at  panies  now  usually  hold  golf  outings 
owing  area.  near  his  home.  A  bright  student,  Kawasakichurch.heagreedtogo.lt  a  favorite  among  Japanese 

:re)  understand  why  my  Morita  later  graduated  from  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever  entered  businessmen,  on  Saturdays.  And 


Tribute  to  a  team  leader 


Missions  is  Horace  Glass’s  middle  name 


missions  is  a  team  leader  on  the  rug-  of  our  men  going  into  a  pioneer  area 
ged  frontier  of  real  live  missions  which  —  especially  California  and  Nevada 
is  the  bones  and  marrow  of  Southern  assisting  them  in  the  construction  of 
Baptist  work.  At  home  and  abroad,  he  new  church  buildings, 
has  been  a  facilitator,  for  new  church 

starts,  missions  giving,  and  mission  In  all,  the  men  from  George  and 
organization.  Greene  counties  have  built  12  chur¬ 

ches  since  1978.  Remarkably,  the  men 
who  participated  in  these  ventures 


woman,  and  child  in  the  pew  that  you  ty  and  recently  remodeled  an  old 
don’t  have  to  be  a  preacher  to  go  on  church  building  in  the  Bexley  Com- 
a  mission  trip  and  spreading  the  munity  in  George  County  on  Highway 
gospel  is  the  duty  of  all  Christians.  98  to  be  the  office  of  the  association. 

Also,  Glass  has  instigated  sue-  Although  his  health  has  forced 
cessful  mission  work  in  George  and  Glass  to  retire,  (Nov.  1991)  {he  new 
Greene  counties.  In  particular,  Vernal  director  of  missions,  John  Henry,  has 
.  P  — -W  ^ —  Mission  was  established  in  an  area  of  a  solid  foundation  from  which  to  work 
He  responded  to  a  challenge  given  often  paid  their  own  way,  unless  their  southern  Greene  county  which  had  no  in  carrying  out  the  Great  Commis- 
in  .1977  for  Southern  Baptists  in  church  sponsored  them,  and  took  Southern  Baptist  witness.  sion. 

established  areas  to  go  into  pioneer  vacation  time  from  their  jobs  in  order  Glass  has  also  led  in  the  develop-  Kent  is  pastor.  New  Hope 


